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The J. William Fulbright Commission in the Czech Republic is a
Czech-U.S. bi-national governmental organization based in
Prague, established in 1991. Its main mission is to enhance
mutual understanding through educational contacts between the
Czech Republic and the United States of America.

The Commission, in cooperation with major stakeholders in
regional education, higher education, and research, develops and
manages scholarships for students, lecturers and researchers,
high school teachers, as well as NGO leaders and professionals.

The Commission is funded by the Czech Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sports and the U.S. Department of State and it is
supervised by the Czech Fulbright Board. The Board consists of
ten members appointed by the Czech Ministry of Education and
the U.S. Embassy in the Czech Republic. The U.S. Ambassador to
the Czech Republic and the Minister of Education of the Czech
Republic serve as the Honorary Co-Chairs of the Board. The
Commission is managed by the Executive Director together with
5 staff members. Annually, the Czech Fulbright Commission
awards up to 80 scholarships to Czech and American citizens.

37 Americans, featured in this catalog, have received a Fulbright
grant to lecture, conduct research, study, or teach English in the
Czech Republic in the academic year 2025-26.

Welcome to the world of the Czech Fulbright, where boundaries
dissolve, diversity thrives, and talents, together with knowledge
and hard work, transcend geographical borders, cultural
differences, and disciplinary confines.



U.S. FULBRIGHT GRANTEES IN

THE CZECH REPUBLIC 2025-26

Fulbright Distinguished Scholars

ETA Program

4  Kennan Ferguson 18 Charles Edwards Allen
Political Science Jocelyn Marie Bunster
5 Marci Lobel Vivian Wei Chen
Psychology 19 Deborah Cherman
6 Arturo Pacheco-Vega Ryan Comley
Mechanical Engineering Allison James Hafner
20 Emma Holdren
Ani Zabel Khachadourian
U.S. Scholar Program Amil Vasav Khattar
21 Halle Celeste Kibben
7 Sarah Berger Emily King
Psychology Isaac Rhys Manfull
8  Lucy Delgadillo 22 Bianca Terry McNeely
Education Kaylee Anne O'Brien
9 Hayley Lanier Breeanna Patzke
Biology 23 Catherine Sarah Pfau
10 Keith Lee Evelyn Rose Ryan
Political Science Anna Marie Shepard
11 Sherry Maykrantz 24 Jarrett Sweet
Public Health Logan Avery Weilbaker
12 Robert Moucha Charlotte Ann Weinstein
Geology 25 Ryan Thomas Williamson
13 Shiloh Turner Victoria Sara Wlosok
Public Administration
14 Elizabeth Waters
Biology
U.S. Student Program
15 Jesse Garett-Larsen
Biology
16 Levi ColtVan Ryder
Physics
17 Joshua Velasquez
Literature



SPECIALIZATION:
Political Philosophy

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
Contemporary and Emergent Issues in
Political Philosophy

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

As a contemporary political philosopher, |
bring my expertise to Charles University’s
recently introduced, nationally and
internationally influential, degree program
“Politics, Philosophy, and Economics.” | will
teach political theory courses, assist in
curricular development, lecture at Charles
and throughout the Czech Republic, and
develop student exchanges with the United
States.

KEY WORDS:

Political theory; contemporary philosophy;
postcolonialism; quotidian politics

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

University of Wisconsin, Department of
Political Science, Milwaukee, WI

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Charles University, Faculty of Social
Sciences, Institute of Political Studies,
Prague

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Janusz Salamon

GRANT PERIOD:
01/2026 - 06/2026

Link to the university profile >>

Kennan Ferguson

Professor

Fulbright Distinguished Scholar Program

Academic training:

Ph.D., 1996, University of Hawai'i, Honolulu, HI, USA
B.A., 1990, Amherst College, Amherst, MA, USA

Professional background:

Kennan has been an academic for 26 years, first at the University of South
Florida (Political Science, Interdisciplinary Social Sciences) and then at the
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee (Political Science).

Kennan served as director of the Center for 21st Century Studies (UWM)
and of Interdisciplinary Social Social Sciences (USF); held fellowships at UW
Madison and Princeton University, and chaired the University of Wisconsin
Press Editorial Board.

Selected publications:

The Big No. (Editor) University of Minnesota Press, 2022.

Cookbook Politics. University of Pennsylvania Press, 2020.

Encyclopedia of Political Theory. (Co-editor) London: Blackwell, 2014.

All in the Family: On Community and Incommensurability. Duke University
Press, 2013.

William James: Politics in the Pluriverse. Rowman and Littlefield, 2007.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

Chair, Political Theory Editor Search Committee (for 2024-2027), 2023
University of Wisconsin Press Editorial Board, 2017-2024; Chair, 2023-2024
Fellow, Institute for Research in the Humanities, University of Wisconsin,
Madison, 2020-2021.

UWM Distinguished Undergraduate Teacher, College of Letters and Science,
2020

Academic Lead, lllinois Advanced Judicial Academy, Supreme Court of lllinois,
Judicial Education Division of the Administrative Office of the lllinois Courts,
June 2017


https://uwm.edu/political-science/department-life/people-directory/ferguson-kennan/

SPECIALIZATION:
Social and Health Psychology

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
Expanding Knowledge about Czech
Women's Health through Teaching &
Research on Prenatal Stress

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

| will teach a course in the Psychology of
Women'’s Health and validate a Czech
version of the Prenatal Distress
Questionnaire, created in my lab, to
document maternal stress and its
contributors in pregnant Czech women.
Identifying stress prenatally enables
intervention to improve health outcomes for

Czech women and children.

KEY WORDS:

Women; health; pregnancy; stress;
psychology

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Stony Brook University, Department of
Psychology, Stony Brook, NY

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Masaryk University, Department of
Medical Psychology and Psychosomatics,
Brno

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Alena Slezackova

GRANT PERIOD:
01/2026 - 05/2026

Link to the full CV >>
Link to the university profile >>

Marci Lobel

Distinguished Professor

Fulbright Distinguished Scholar Program

Academic training:

Ph.D., 1989, University of California, Los Angeles, CA, USA
M.A., 1985, University of California, Los Angeles, CA, USA
A. B., 1982, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, USA

Professional background:

Marci is a Distinguished Professor of Psychology and Director of the Stress and
Reproduction (STAR) Laboratory at Stony Brook University with 35 years of
experience in the measurement and investigation of prenatal maternal stress,
coping, health behaviors, related psychosocial factors, and their effects on the
health and well-being of women and infants.

Marci is a recipient of national and university awards recognizing her research,
service, teaching, and mentorship of students and early career scientists. She
collaborates in multiple international research projects.

During the pandemic, Marci initiated the ongoing International COVID-19
Pregnancy Experiences Study with 19 scientists from six countries.

Selected publications:

Lobel, M. & Preis, H. (2025). Reduce prenatal maternal stress to improve
pregnancy and birth outcomes: Recommendations for U.S. policy. Policy
Insights from Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 12(1), 77-84. https://
doi.org/10.1177/23727322241302417

Rehbein, E., Levinson, A., Preis, H., Mahaffey, B., & Lobel, M. (2024).
Gendered racism in pregnancy and stress among women in the United
States during the COVID-19 pandemic. International Perspectives in
Psychology, 13(3), 119-127. https://doi.org/10.1027/2157-3891/a000104
Lobel, M, Preis, H., Mahaffey, B., Schaal, N. K., Yirmiya, K., Atzil, S., Reuveni,
l., Balestrieri, M., Penengo, C., Colli, C., Garzitto, M., Driul, L., liska, M.,
Brandt-Salmeri, A., Kotodziej-Zaleska, A., Caparros-Gonzalez, R. A., Amiel
Castro, R., La Marca-Ghaemmaghami, P., & Meyerhoff, H. (2022). Common
model of stress, anxiety, and depressive symptoms in pregnant women from
seven Western countries at the COVID-19 pandemic onset. Social Science
& Medicine, 315, 115499. https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.socscimed.2022.115499

Preis, H., Inman, E., & Lobel, M. (2020). Contributions of psychology to
research, treatment, and care of pregnant women with Opioid Use Disorder.
American Psychologist, 75 (6), 853-865. https://doi.org/10.1037/
amp0000675

Ibrahim, S. & Lobel, M. (2020). Conceptualization, measurement, and effects
of pregnancy-specific stress: review of research using the original and
revised Prenatal Distress Questionnaire. Journal of Behavioral Medicine, 43,
16-33. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10865-019-00068-7

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

2024 Excellence in Health Psychology Research, American Psychological
Association, Division 38/Society for Health Psychology

2021 Excellence in Health Psychology Mentoring, American Psychological
Association, Division 38/Society for Health Psychology

2020 SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching

2016 Distinguished Leadership Award, American Psychological Association,
Committee on Women in Psychology

2012 Honorary Professor, Queens University, Belfast, Northern Ireland

2008 Strickland Daniel Distinguished Mentoring Award, American Psychological
Association, Division 35/Psychology of Women


https://you.stonybrook.edu/lobellab/
https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/psychology/faculty/faculty_profiles/mlobel.php

SPECIALIZATION:
Mechanical Engineering

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:

Toward the Effective Use of Energy in Multi-
room Buildings with Physics Informed and Al
Methods

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

This project focuses on sustainable energy use
in multi-room buildings through Al and
physics-informed methods, addressing urban
inefficiencies driving 70% of GHG emissions. It
strengthens research, teaching, and student
mentoring while fostering collaboration
between Cal State LA and CTU Prague to

advance energy efficient building systems.

KEY WORDS:

Energy Efficiency; multi-room buildings;
artificial intelligence (Al); sustainable urban
systems; international collaboration

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

California State university, Department of
Mechanical Engineering, Los Angeles, CA

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Czech Technical University, Department of
Environmental Engineering, Prague

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Vladimir Zmrhal

GRANT PERIOD:
09/2025 - 07/2026

Link to the full CV >>
Link to the university profile >>

Arturo Pacheco-Vega

Professor
Fulbright Distinguished Scholar Program

Academic training:

Ph.D., 2002, University of Notre Dame, IN, USA
M.E., 1996, University of Guanajuato, Mexico
B.S., 1988, University of Iberoamericana, Mexico

Professional background:

Dr. Arturo Pacheco-Vega is a Full Professor of Mechanical Engineering at Cal State
LA, where he also serves as Director of the NSF CREST Center for Advancement
toward Sustainable Urban Systems, Faculty Director of Research for the College of
ECST, and Director of the Sikand SITI Center.

His research focuses on thermal/fluid sciences, energy systems, system optimization,
and Al techniques. He has published over 80 peer-reviewed articles and teaches
courses in heat transfer and system modeling.

He earned his Ph.D. from the University of Notre Dame as a Fulbright Scholar and
previously taught at Universidad Autonoma de San Luis Potosi.

Selected publications:

Durantes, R., Moon, J., Pacheco J.R., and Pacheco-Vega, A., 2023, “On an Averaged
Energy-balance Method for the Analysis of Wavy Microchannels,” Heat and Mass
Transfer. DOI: 10.1007/s00231-022-03329-5.

Pacheco-Vega, A., and Avila, G., 2020, “Algorithmic Performance-Data Classification
of Condensing Heat Exchangers,” Numerical Heat Transfer, Part A: Applications,
DOI: 10.1080/10407782.2020.1814596.

Pacheco-Vega, A., Diaz G, Sen M., and Yang K.T., 2018, “Applications of Artificial
Neural Networks and Genetic Methods in Thermal Engineering,” in : CRC Handbook
of Thermal Engineering, 2nd Edition, R.P. Chhabra (Ed.), CRC Press, Boca Raton, FL,
Section 4.27, pp. 1217-1269.

Li, K.M,, Sen, M., and Pacheco-Vega, A., 2018, “Fractional-Derivative Approximation
of Relaxation in Complex Systems,” Complexity, Vol. 2018, Article No. 8318519 (12
pages), DOI: 10.1155/2018/8318519.

Pacheco-Vega, A., Dugast, F., Renault, P. and Tohid, U., 2017, “Numerical
Investigation of Engineering Systems: Analysis of Accuracy Reduction Due to Model
Over-Simplification,” Heat Transfer Engineering, Vol. 38, No. 1, pp. 26-36..

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

2016-2017 Outstanding Professor Award, California State University-Los Angeles,
Los Angeles, CA (2017).

Distinction as National Researcher Level | by the National Research System (SNI)
of the Government of Mexico for Active Scholarly Research (2004-Present).
Outstanding Mentorship and Commitment to Students Engaged in Research,
Scholarship and Creative Activity, California State University-Los Angeles, Los
Angeles, CA (2014).

Faculty of the Year, College of Engineering, Computer Science and Technology,
California State University-Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA (2012).

Kaneb Outstanding Graduate Student Teacher Award for Excellence in Teaching,
University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN (2002).

Fulbright-CONACyT Garcia-Robles Fellowship, Institute of International Education,
USA Department of the State and the National Council of Research and
Technology of Mexico (1996-2000).


https://www.linkedin.com/in/arturo-pacheco-vega-314b04b7
https://www.loyola.edu/sellinger-business/faculty-research/directory/chuluun
https://www.calstatela.edu/faculty/arturo-pacheco-vega
https://www.loyola.edu/sellinger-business/faculty-research/directory/chuluun

SPECIALIZATION:
Cognitive and Motor Development in

Infancy

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
Using Computer Vision Technology to
Advance the Study of Motor Development in

Infancy

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

This project will develop computer vision
tools for automatizing infant pose estimation
from video to address three research
questions:

1) What drives the night wakings associated
with infants’ new motor milestone onsets?
2) What is the role of proprioception in the
acquisition of human body knowledge?

3) Can computer vision facilitate early

detection of torticollis?

KEY WORDS:

Infancy; embodied cognition; computer
vision; motor development; sleep

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

City University of New York, College of
Staten Island, NY

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Czech Technical Institute, Faculty of
Electrical Engineering, Prague

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Matej Hoffmann

GRANT PERIOD:
01/2026-06/2026

Link to the university profile >>

Sarah Berger

Professor of Psychology
U.S. Scholar Program

Academic training:

e Ph.D., 2001, New York University, New York, NY, USA
¢ M.A, 1997, New York University, New York, NY, USA
e B.A. 1993, University of Texas, Austin, TX, USA

Professional background:

e Dr. Sarah Berger is a Professor of Psychology at the City University of New
York (College of Staten Island and the Graduate Center).

e Dr. Berger was an American Association of University Women Research
Fellow and a Fulbright Research Scholar.

¢ Dr. Berger studies the interaction between infants’ cognitive and motor
development, particularly response inhibition and its implications for the
organization of infants’ attention. She also studies the relation between
sleep and motor development—how skill onset impacts the quality of
infants’ sleep, as well as the impact of sleep on infant motor problem
solving.

Selected publications:

¢ Gongalves Maia, M., Soker-Elimaliah, S., Jancart, K., Harbourne, R. T,
Berger, S. E. (2024). Focused attention as a new sitter: How do infants
balance it all? Infant Behavior & Development, 74, 101926.

e Horger, M. N, DeMasi, A,, Allia, A. M., Scher, A., & Berger, S. E. (2023). The
unique contributions of day and night sleep to infant motor problem solving.
Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, 226, 105536.

e S.E.Berger, A. Scher, & R. T. Harbourne (Eds.). (2021). Advances in Child
Development and Behavior, Volume 60, Interdisciplinary Perspectives on
the Relation between Sleep and Learning in Early Development. Burlington:
Academic Press. Benson, J. B., Series Editor.

e Berger, S. E., & Moore, C. T. (2021). A time series analysis of the relation
between motor skill acquisition and sleep in infancy. Infant Behavior and
Development, 65, 101654.

e DeMasi, A, Horger, M. N,, Allia, A. M,, Scher, A,, Berger, S. E. (2021). Nap
timing makes a difference: Sleeping sooner rather than later after learning
improves infants’ locomotor problem solving. Infant Behavior &
Development, 65, 101652.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

e 2026 Fulbright U.S. Scholar to the Czech Republic

e 2023 National Science Foundation, INTERN Supplement

e 2022 National Science Foundation, GOALI Supplement

e 2020-current National Science Foundation, RUI: The Role of Sleep in Infant
Motor Problem Solving

e 2016-2020 National Science Foundation, RUI: NSF/SBE-BSF: The Role of
Sleep in Infant Motor Learning

e 2010-1011 Fulbright U.S. Scholar to Israel


https://www.csi.cuny.edu/campus-directory/sarah-berger

SPECIALIZATION:
Finances and Consumer Economics

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
Advancing Financial Literacy and Pedagogy

through US-Czech Collaboration

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

This project centers on teaching a Financial
Literacy and Pedagogy course at Palacky
University, mentoring Czech graduate
students, and delivering lectures and
seminars. It also includes collaborative
research and aims to promote cross-cultural
exchange, strengthen financial literacy
education, and support future international

academic partnerships.

KEY WORDS:

Financial Literacy; pedagogy; international
Collaboration

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Utah State University, Applied Sciences
Technology and Education, Logan, UT

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Palacky University Olomouc, Faculty of
Education, Olomouc

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:
Dagmar Zdrahalova

GRANT PERIOD:
01/2026 - 04/2026

Link to the full CV >>
Link to the university profile >>

Lucy Delgadillo

Professor
U.S. Scholar Program

Academic training:

e Ph.D,, 1999, Utah State University, UT, USA

e M.S, 1995, Utah State University, UT, USA

e B.S, 1992, University of Costa Rica, San José, Costa Rica
e B.A., 1991, Murray State University, KY, USA

Professional background:

e Lucy M. Delgadillo is a Professor in the Department of School of Applied
Sciences, Technology, and Education at Utah State University.

e Beyond her academic role, she is a Certified Professional Financial Coach
and Certified Financial Social Worker.

e Dr. Delgadillo's academic journey is characterized by interdisciplinary and
transdisciplinary expertise, drawing from diverse fields such as journalism,
broadcasting, sociology, public relations, political sciences, and consumer
sciences.

e She has over 140 publications in academic journals, conference proceedings,
book chapters, specialized magazines, newspapers, and websites

Selected publications:

¢ Delgadillo, L., & Boschetto. L. (2025). Integrating affective domains into
financial literacy education. Family and Consumer Sciences Research
Journal. https://doi.org/10.1111/fcsr.70002

e Delgadillo, L., & Erickson, L. (2024). Incorporating Subjective Measures of
Problematic Money Issues in Extension Workshops. Journal of Extension 62
(2). Article 9.

¢ Delgadillo, L. (2022). Using Wlodkowski's model to enhance motivation to
learn financial education. Journal of Family and Consumer Sciences 114 (2),
51-55.

e Delgadillo, L. (2021). Investigating financial biases that can increase impact
on paying bills and saving. Journal of Financial Therapy 12 (2), 116-135.
https://doi.org/10.4148/1944-9771.1267

e Delgadillo, L., & Lee, Y. (2021). Association between financial education,
affective and cognitive financial knowledge, and financial behavior. Family
and Consumer Sciences Research Journal 50 (1), 59-75. https://
doi.org/10.1111/fcsr.12414

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

e Elected to the Board of Directors for the Association for Financial
Counseling and Planning Education (AFCPE); appointed to the Editorial
Board of the Family and Consumer Sciences Research Journal.

e Appointed twice by former Utah Governor Gary Herbert—confirmed by the
Utah State Senate—to serve on the Board of Trustees of the Utah Housing
Corporation.

¢ Fulbright Scholar to Costa Rica (2010); invited by Costa Rica’s Minister of
Housing, Ms. Irene Campos, to deliver a presentation in 2013.

e Recipient of several Best Paper Awards across various academic journals.

o Former Research Fellow at the Center for Financial Security, University of
Wisconsin-Madison


https://www.linkedin.com/in/lucy-delgadillo-7a153912/
https://caas.usu.edu/directory/delgadillo-lucy

SPECIALIZATION:
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
The Role of Population History in Shaping

Genomic Adaptation to Climate Change

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Preserving biodiversity amid rapid
environmental change is a critical challenge
for humanity, but we are hindered by the
lack of comprehensive data across species.
My research addresses this gap using small
rodents to evaluate the role of factors
shaping adaptive genetic variation and
developing better models of future

adaptative potential.

KEY WORDS:

Genomics; evolution; conservation;
adaptation; modeling

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

University of Oklahoma, Sam Noble
Oklahoma Museum of Natural History and
School of Biological Sciences, OK

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC

Czech Academy of Sciences, Institute of
Animal Physiology and Genetics, Libéchov

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:
Petr Kotlik

GRANT PERIOD:
09/2025 - 06/2026

Link to the university profile >>

Hayley Lanier

Associate Curator of Mammals and
Associate Professor of Biology

U

.S. Scholar Program

Academic training:

Ph.D., 2010, University of Alaska Fairbanks, AK, USA
B.S., 2004, University of Kansas, KS, USA

Professional background:

Associate Curator of Mammals, Sam Noble Museum, University of Oklahoma, since
2024 (Assistant Curator 2017 - 2024)

Associate Professor, School of Biological Sciences, Department, University of
Oklahoma, since 2024 (Assistant Professor 2017 - 2024)

Lagomorph Specialist Group Co-Chair, Species Survival Commission, International
Union for the Conservation of Nature, since 2016

Assistant Professor, University of Wyoming at Casper, 2013-2017

Postdoctoral Researcher, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Michigan,
2010-2013

Selected publications:

Hornikova, M, HC Lanier, S Markova, MA Escalante, JB Searle, P Kotlik. 2024.
Genetic admixture drives climate adaptation in the bank vole. Communications
Biology 7:863 https://doi.org/10.1038/s42003-024-06549-z

Theriot, MKG, LE Olson, HC Lanier. 2024. Accounting for age: Uncovering the
nuanced drivers of mammal body-size responses to global change. Journal of
Mammalogy 105(3):512-523. https://doi.org/10.1093/jmammal/gyae005

Markova, S, HC Lanier, MA Escalante, MdOR da CruzG, M Hornikova, LJ Weider, JB
Searle, P Kotlik. 2023. Local adaptation and future climate vulnerability in a wild
rodent. Nature Communications 14: 7840 https://doi.org/10.1038/
s41467-023-43383-z

Marske, KM, HC Lanier, CD Siler, AH Rowe, LR Stein. 2023. Integrating biogeography
and behavioral ecology to rapidly address biodiversity loss. Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences 120(15): e2110866120. https://doi.org/10.1073/
pnas.2110866120

Allen, AGG, ZP Roehrs, RS Seville, and HC Lanier. 2022. Competitive release during
fire succession influences ecological turnover in a small mammal community. Ecology
103(8): e3733 https://doi.org/10.1002/ecy.3733

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

2024 SSC Chair’s Citation of Excellence. International Union for the Conservation of
Nature, Species Survival Commission award for outstanding contributions in
conservation

2021 SSC Chair’s Citation of Excellence. International Union for the Conservation of
Nature, Species Survival Commission award for outstanding contributions to
conservation planning

2016 Science Initiative Summer Institute for Scientific Teaching, Faculty Fellow
2011-2013 FIRST IV Postdoctoral Fellow

2008 American Society of Mammalogists Elmer C. Birney Honorarium

2004 NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program. Honorable Mention


https://www.ou.edu/cas/sbs/people/faculty/hayley-lanier

W

SPECIALIZATION:
Political Science and Quantitative Methods

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:

Cross-Cultural Perspectives on American

Politics and International Relations

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

In a time of global democratic challenges,
this project fosters cross-cultural dialogue by
equipping Czech students to critically
examine U.S. politics and relate it to their
own democratic experiences. It aims to
deepen mutual understanding, spark idea
exchange, and lay the groundwork for future

academic collaboration.

KEY WORDS:

American Politics, Civic Engagement,
Diplomacy

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Valdosta State University, Political
Science, GA

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Palacky University, Faculty of Arts,
Olomouc

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Jakub Lysek

GRANT PERIOD:
01/2026-06/2026

Link to the full CV >>
Link to the university profile >>

Keith Lee

Associate Professor of Political
Science

U.S. Scholar Program

Academic training:

e Ph.D., 2017, University of Florida, FL, USA

¢ M.A, 2015, University of Florida, FL, USA

e MPA.,, 2011, Valdosta State University, GA, USA
e B.A., 2010, Valdosta State University, GA, USA

Professional background:

¢ Dr. Lee's teaching and research focus on Congress, Southern Politics, and Public
Management. His work emphasizes applied research, practical relevance, and
public impact.

¢ Dr. Lee provides data analysis support to local governments and nonprofit
organizations, helping them implement evidence-based decision-making strategies.

e Before entering academia, Dr. Lee served in the United States Navy from 1998 to
2006 as a nuclear machinist mate aboard the USS Kentucky (SSBN 737). That
experience continues to shape his commitment to public service and leadership.

Selected publications:

e Kristina M. LaPlant, Keth E. Lee Jr., and James T. LaPlant. 2024. “Stopping the Steal
and Selling the Big Lie: An Analysis of Tweets and Certification Votes Among
House Republicans in the Wake of the 2020 Presidential Election.” American
Politics Reearch;

o Kimberly Martin, Keith E. Lee Jr.,, and John Hall. 2021. Public Policy. University of
North Georgia Press;

e Kristina M. LaPlant, Deryl Mack Seckinger, Keith E Lee Jr., and James T. LaPlant.
2021. “Cocked, Locked, and Loaded: An Analysis of the Five Policy Regimes of
Concealed Carry on College Campuses.” Politics & Policy;

e Kristina M. LaPlant, Keith E. Lee Jr., and James T. LaPlant. 2020. “Christmas Trees,
Presidents, and Mass Shootings: Explaining Gun Purchases in the South and Non-
South.” Social Science Quarterly;

e Keith E. Lee Jr., Sydny Bryan, and James LaPlant. 2017. “Game Day Meets Election
Day: Sports Records, Election Results, and the American South.” Social Science
Quarterly

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

e 2023 GPSA Raymond Chambers Award
e 2022 GPSA Donal T. Wells Award
e 2018 Coverdell Public Policy Fellow
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https://keitheleejr.com/files/CV.pdf
https://www.valdosta.edu/about/directory/profile/keilee

SPECIALIZATION:
Population Health Management &

Communication

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
The U.S. Healthcare System: Accessibility,

Affordability, and National Differences

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

With 15+ years in Health Sciences, | bring a
multidisciplinary lens to teaching. At Charles
University, I'll be teaching public health policy
courses, including one on U.S. healthcare. I'm
excited to support curriculum development,
co-organize a student research conference,
and deliver guest lectures on U.S. and global
public health.

KEY WORDS:
Healthcare; research; health policy; public

health; teaching

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Salisbury University, School of Health
Sciences, Salisbury, MD

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Charles University, Faculty of Social Sciences,
Prague

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Zuzana Kotherova
GRANT PERIOD:
01/2026 - 06/2026

Link to the full CV >>
Link to the university profile >>

Sherry Maykrantz

Associate Professor and Director,
Office of Undergraduate Research
and Creative Activities

U.S. Scholar Program

Academic training:

¢ MPH, 2021, University of Maryland, College Park, MD, USA

e PhD., 2017, University of Maryland Eastern Shore, Princess Anne, MD, USA
e ME.d., 2011, Salisbury University, Salisbury, MD, USA

e B.S, 2009, Salisbury University, Salisbury, MD, USA

Professional background:

e Sherry Maykrantz, Associate Professor who focuses on population health
management, health communication, and health policy. She teaches
undergraduate courses in health behavior, health communication, and the U.S.
healthcare system.

e Sherry leads public health study abroad programs in Europe.

¢ As the Director of Undergraduate Research and Creative Activities, Sherry helps
students with their research across different fields. Her research explores
psychological resilience and how people respond to public health crises.

Selected exhibitions/publications:

e Neck, C. B,, Maykrantz, S. A., Houghton, J.D., & Neck, C.P. (2024). Destructive self-
leadership? Self-leadership, maladaptive coping, and stress in college students.
Stress & Health: Journal of the International Society for the Investigation of Stress,
41(1), e3521.https://doi.org/10.1002/smi.3521

e Maykrantz, S. A, Nobiling, B. D., Oxarart, R., Langlinais, L. A., Houghton, J. D.
(2021). Coping with the crisis: The effects of psychological capital and coping
styles on stress during the COVID-19 pandemic. International Journal of
Workplace Health Management, 14(6), 650-665. https://doi.org/10.1108/1JWHM-
04-2021-0085

e Maykrantz, S. A, Gong, T., Petrolino, A. V., Nobiling, B. D., & Houghton, J. D.
(2021). How trust in information sources influences preventative measures
compliance during the COVID-19 Pandemic. International Journal of
Environmental Research and Public Health, 18(11), 5867.
https://doi:10.3390/ijerph18115867

e Maykrantz, S. A, Langlinais, L. A., Houghton, J. D., Neck, C. P. (2021). Self-
leadership and psychological capital as key cognitive resources for shaping health
protective behaviors during the COVID-19 Pandemic. Administrative Sciences,
11(2), 41 https://www.mdpi.com/2076- 3387/11/2/41

e Maykrantz, S. A, Houghton, J. D. (2018). Self-leadership and stress among college
students: Examining the moderating role of coping skills. Journal of American
College Health, 68(1), 89-96. https://doi.org/10.1080/07448481.2018.1515759

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

e 2024 Clark Honors Distinguished Faculty Award

e 2023 SU Libraries Information Literacy Partner of the Month

e 2021 Outstanding Scholarship for Emerging Scholars Research Award, International
Leadership Association
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/sherry-azadi-maykrantz-phd-mph-med-75976337/
https://www.salisbury.edu/faculty-and-staff/samaykrantz

SPECIALIZATION:
Geophysics

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
Coupled geodynamic and landscape
evolution modeling of the Eger Rift

and its basins

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
This project will model the formation of
the Eger Rift and its basins in the Czech
Republic by integrating geodynamic
simulations with field data. It aims to
improve understanding of continental rift
evolution, seismicity, and mantle
degassing, with implications for natural

hazards and geothermal energy.

KEY WORDS:

Geodynamics; numerical modeling;
landscape evolution

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Syracuse University, Department of

Earth and Environmental Sciences,
Syracuse, NY

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Institute of Geophysics of the Czech
Academy of Sciences and Charles
University, Institute of Geology and
Paleontology, Prague

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

David Uli¢ny

GRANT PERIOD:
09/2025 - 01/2026

Link to the university profile >>

Robert Moucha

Associate Professor

U.S. Scholar Program

Academic training:

Ph.D., 2003, University of Toronto, Toronto, ON, Canada
M.S., 1998, University of Toronto, Toronto, ON, Canada
B.S., 1997, The University of Waterloo, Waterloo, ON, Canada

Professional background:

Associate Professor of Geophysics, Department of Earth and Environmental
Sciences, Syracuse University, USA, 2016-present

Assistant Professor of Geophysics, Department of Earth Sciences, Syracuse
University, USA, 2011-2016

Canadian Institute for Advance Research Postdoctoral Fellow, Geotop
Research Centre in Geochemistry and Geodynamics, Université du Québec
a Montréal, Canada, 2005-2011

Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Physics, University of Toronto, Canada,
2003-2005

Selected publications:

Xue, L., Moucha, R., Kolawole, F., Muirhead, JD., Scholz, CA. (2024) “The
influence of the strength of pre-existing weak zones on rift geometry and
strain localization”, Tectonophysics 890, 230472 .

Xue, L., Muirhead, JD., Moucha, R., Wright, LJ., Scholz, CA. (2023) “The
Impact of Climate-Driven Lake Level Changes on Mantle Melting in
Continental Rifts”, Geophysical Research Letters 50 (18), e2023GL103905.
Xue, L., Moucha, R,, Scholz, C.A., (2022), “Climate-driven stress changes and
normal fault behavior in the Lake Malawi (Nyasa) Rift, East Africa”, Earth
and Planetary Science Letters 593, 117693.

Moucha, R., Ruetenik, G.A., (2017). “Interplay between dynamic topography
and flexure along the U.S. Atlantic passive margin: Insights from landscape
evolution modeling”, Global and Planetary Change, 149, 72-78.

Moucha, R, Forte, A.M., (2011). “Changes in African topography driven by
mantle convection, Nature Geoscience,” 4(10), 707-712.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

2005-2011 Canadian Institute For Advance Research Postdoctoral
Fellowship

12


https://artsandsciences.syracuse.edu/people/faculty/moucha-robert/#Biography

SPECIALIZATION:
Public Administration - Philanthropy

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:

Fundamentals of Philanthropy and its
Importance in the Nonprofit Sector
FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

This course is rooted in best practices in U.S.
philanthropy. It includes an overview of

foundation structures, grantmaking strategies,

donor cultivation, and methods to assess need,

design programs, and measure/communicate
impact. It illuminates the role philanthropy
plays in advancing knowledge, influencing
policy, addressing unmet societal needs, and

fostering innovation.

KEY WORDS:

Philanthropy, nonprofit, leadership, policy,
innovation

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Executive Philanthropy Advisors, Principal,
Cincinnati, OH

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Masaryk University Faculty of Economics
and Administration, Brno
HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Vladimir Hyanek

GRANT PERIOD:
01/2026 - 05/2026

Link to the full CV >>

Shiloh Turner

Principal, Executive
Philanthropy Advisors, LLC

U.S. Scholar Program

Academic training:

e MPA., 1997, University of Cincinnati, USA
e B.A., 1993, Xavier University, USA

Professional background:

Shiloh Turner is Principal of Executive Philanthropy Advisors, a consultancy
that helps foundations, philanthropists, and nonprofit leaders design
strategies to accelerate impact, drive systems change, and foster sustainable
solutions. With over 25 years of leadership in philanthropy and the
nonprofit sector, Shiloh is widely respected for her expertise in strategic
grantmaking, donor relations, innovation, collective action, evaluation,
public policy, and systems change.

A trusted advisor to funders, boards, and mission-driven organizations,
Shiloh partners with leaders to refine strategy, strengthen operations,
catalyze collaboration, and maximize community impact. Her work is
centered on aligning philanthropic investments with long-term,
transformational outcomes.

Selected publications:

Kania, J., Turner, S., Justilien, R. & Phillips, D. (December 2016). Evaluating
Community Change, Stanford Social Innovation Review

Hanisian, K. & Turner, S. (March 2015). Turning Empathy Into Action, Stanford
Social Innovation Review

Turner, S., Errecart, K. & Bhatt, A. (December 2013). Measuring Backbone
Contributions to Collective Impact, Stanford Social Innovation Review

Turner, S., Errecart, K. & Bhatt, A. (December 2013). Exerting Influence Without
Formal Authority, Stanford Social Innovation Review, December 2013

Turner, S., Merchant, K., Kania, J., & Martin, E. (July 2012). Understanding the
Value of Backbone Organizations in Collective Impact, Stanford Social Innovation
Review

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

2019 One to Watch" Cincinnati Magazine's Power 100 list of civic leaders
2014 Innovation in Grantmaking, Philanthropy Ohio

2012/2013 Leadership Cincinnati Class XXXVI

2007 Wilmer Shields Rich Award, Council on Foundations

2007 Top Ten Women in Nonprofits, Women's Business Cincinnati

2006 Outstanding Evaluator of the Year, Ohio Program Evaluator's Group
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/shiloh-turner-7730a53?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=ios_app

SPECIALIZATION:
Plant Biology

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
Collaborative research on cytogenetics and

abiotic stress in Boechera.

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

This collaborative project with Dr. Mandakova
at the Plant Cytogenetics Research Group,
Massaryk University, will examine the impacts
of chromosomal changes on plant gene

expression and resilience to abiotic stresses.

KEY WORDS:

Plants; cytogenetics; heat-stress; gene
expression; evolution

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

San Diego State University, Department of
Biology, San Diego, CA

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

CEITEC Massaryk University, Plant
Cytogenetics Research Group, Brno
HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Terezie Malik Mandakova

GRANT PERIOD:
01/2026-04/2026

Link to the full CV >>
Link to the university profile >>

Elizabeth Waters

Professor of Biology

U.S. Scholar Program

Academic training:

Ph.D., 1993, Washington University, MO, USA

¢ M.S,, 1986, North Caroline State University, USA
e B.A, 1983, Grinell College, USA

Professional background:

Dr. Waters earned her BA in Biology at Grinnell College in lowa, and her MS
in Botany at North Carolina State University.

She earned her PhD in Evolutionary Biology at Washington University, St
Louis MO under the direction of Dr. Barbara Schaal. As a Post-Doctoral
fellow she studied the plant heat shock response, under the direction of Dr.
Elizabeth Vierling at U of Arizona.

Dr. Waters is now a Professor of Biology at San Diego State University. Dr.
Waters’ research focuses on the evolution of protein function and the
evolution of the plant heat stress response

Selected publications:

Waters, Elizabeth R., Benzanilla, Magdalena, Vierling, Elizabeth. 2024 ATADS3
Proteins: Unique Mitochondrial Proteins Essential for Life in Diverse Eukaryotic
Lineages. Plant and Cell Physiology, Volume 65, Issue 4, April 2024, Pages 493-
502, https://doi.org/10.1093/pcp/pcad122

Martin W Breuss, Allen Mamerto, Tanya Renner, Elizabeth R Waters. 2020. The
Evolution of the Mammalian ABCA6-like Genes: Analysis of Phylogenetic,
Expression, and Population Genetic Data Reveals Complex Evolutionary Histories.
Genome Biology and Evolution 12: 2093-2106.
https://doi.org/10.1093/gbe/evaal79

Pierce*, I., Halter*, G., Waters, E.R. 2020 Transcriptomic analysis of the heat-stress
response in Boechera depauperata and Arabidopsis reveals a distinct and unusual
heat-stress response in Boechera. Botany 98: 589-602.
https://doi.org/10.1139/cjb-2020-0014

Kannan*, S., Halter*, G. Renner, T, Waters E.R. 2018. Patterns of alternative splicing
vary between species during heat stress. AoB Plants 10:ply013; doi:
10.1093/aobpla/ply013. (Editor's Choice)

Halter*, G., Simonetti*, N, Suguitan®, C., Helm, K. Soroksky, J., Waters, E. R. 2017.
Patterns of thermotolerance, chlorophyll fluorescence, and heat shock gene
expression vary among four Boechera species and Arabidopsis thaliana. Botany. 95:
9-27. dx.doi.org/10.1139/cjb-2016-0158.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

2023 Faculty Awardee, Quest for the Best, San Diego State University

2023 Most Influential Faculty Member, Biology Department, SDSU

2020 Fellow: Cell Stress International Society

2018 Outstanding Faculty Member Teacher-Scholar Award, Biology Department
SDSU

2017 Biomedical Bioinformatics Faculty Service Award, SDSU
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/elizabeth-r-waters-892b4311/
https://biology.sdsu.edu/people/elizabeth-waters/

SPECIALIZATION:
Biology

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
Scaling Immunity: From Single Cells to Wild
Birds

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
My project looks at how environmental
stressors such as seasonal changes in
temperature affect immunity to infectious

diseases in wild birds. | will both look at

immunity in wild birds and develop novel ways

to quantify immune responses in the lab.

KEY WORDS:

Biology; ecology; diseases; immunology
HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Virginia Tech Department of Biological
Sciences, Blacksburg, VA

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Charles University Faculty of Science,
Prague

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:
Michal Vinkler

GRANT PERIOD:
10/2025 - 7/2025

Link to the fullCV >>

Jesse Garrett-Larsen

Ph.D. Candidate
U.S. Student Program

Academic training:

B.A., 2019, College of Wooster, USA

Professional background:

Jesse Garrett-Larsen is a Ph.D. candidate at Virginia Tech, where he studies
ecological immunology, disease ecology, and host-pathogen interactions in wild
birds. He draws on his background in field-based ecology and lab-based cancer
immunology to study how ever-changing environmental conditions, such as
ambient temperatures, affect disease outbreaks in wild animals.

He seeks to bridge the gap between wild non-model organisms and laboratory-
based immunology by developing new ways to quantify cellular immune
responses in the field. Ultimately, this will lead to a better understanding of
how changes in the environment can affect the spread of diseases.

Selected publications:

1.Pérez-Umphrey, A., Langwig, K., Adelman, J., Childs, L., Garrett-Larsen, J.,
Hawley, D., & Fleming-Davies, A. (2025). Infected host competence overshadows
heterogeneity in susceptibility in shaping experimental epizootics

(p. 2025.01.15.632224). bioRxiv. https://doi.org/10.1101/2025.01.15.632224

2. Hawley, D. M., Pérez-Umphrey, A. A,, Adelman, J. S., Fleming-Davies, A. E.,
Garrett-Larsen, J., Geary, S. J., Childs, L. M., & Langwig, K. E. (2024). Prior exposure
to pathogens augments host heterogeneity in susceptibility and has key
epidemiological consequences. PLOS Pathogens, 20(9), e1012092. https://
doi.org/10.1371/journal.ppat.1012092

3. Hughson, A. L., Hannon, G., Salama, N. A., Vrooman, T. G., Stockwell, C. A., Mills,
B. N., Garrett-Larsen, J., Qiu, H., Katerji, R., Benoodt, L., Johnston, C. J., Murphy, J.
D., Kruger, E., Ye, J., Gavras, N. W,, Keeley, D. C., Qin, S. S., Lesch, M. L., Muhitch,
J. B., ... Gerber, S. A. (2024). Integrating IL-12 mRNA nanotechnology with SBRT
eliminates T cell exhaustion in preclinical models of pancreatic cancer. Molecular
Therapy Nucleic Acids, 35(4). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.omtn.2024.102350

4. Ye, J., Mills, B. N., Qin, S. S., Garrett-Larsen, J., Murphy, J. D., Uccello, T. P., Han,
B. J., Vrooman, T. G., Johnston, C. J., Lord, E. M., Belt, B. A,, Linehan, D. C., &
Gerber, S. A. (2022). Toll-like receptor 7/8 agonist R848 alters the immune tumor
microenvironment and enhances SBRT-induced antitumor efficacy in murine
models of pancreatic cancer. Journal for Immunotherapy of Cancer, 10(7),
€004784. https://doi.org/10.1136/jitc- 2022-004784

5. Korfel, C. A., Lehtinen, R. M., Richards-Zawacki, C. L., Fregonara, J., Williams, K.,
Loudon, A,, Sheafor, B., Charbonneau, L., Wolfe, B., Hetherington, T. E., Krynak, T,
Lipps, G. J., Berent, E. M., & Garrett-Larsen, J. N. (2021). Infection Patterns in an
Amphibian Fungal Pathogen in Ohio. Ohio Biological Survey Notes, 10, 13-21.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

2024 Graduate Research Development Program Mini-Grant, Virginia Tech
2023 Ralph E. Carlson Memorial Scholarship in Ornithology, Virginia Tech
2022 Center for Emerging, Zoonotic, and Arthropod-Borne Pathogens Min-
Grant, Virginia Tech

2019 APEX Mini-Grant, College of Wooster

2017 APEX Fellowship, College of Wooster 15


https://www.google.com/maps/place/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x884d951349d9d333:0x9adb25abb82d5176?sa=X&ved=1t:8290&ictx=111
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jesse-garrett-larsen-b12a3615a/

Levi Colt Van Ryder

Ph.D. Candidate
U.S. Student Program

SPECIALIZATION:
Nuclear Physics Academic training:

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE: e B.S, 2024, University of Houston, USA
Probing the Limits of Quantum
Chromodynamics using High Energy Photons

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Professional background:

My project focuses on the development of e Research Assistant, University of Kansas, Department of Physics and Astronomy,
new observables to study gluonic saturated USA, 2024

matter using photons from Ultra-Peripheral e Peer Facilitator, University of Houston, Department of Physics, USA, 2023-2024
Collisions (UPCs). | plan on utilizing Run 3 data

from the ALICE experiment at CERN and

potential new methods to study these UPCs. FeIIowships, honors, etc.:

From this, we can study the limits of QCD and
e 2021-2023 Dean's List, University of Houston

e 2021 Houston Early Research Experience (HERE) Fellowship, Honors College
at the University of Houston

better describe the strong force..

KEY WORDS:

Nuclear Physics; ultra-peripheral collisions;
QCD; CERN

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

University of Kansas, Department of
Physics and Astronomy

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Czech Technical University in Prague, Faculty
of Nuclear Sciences

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Jesus Guillermo Contreras Nuno

GRANT PERIOD:
09/2025-05/2026

Link to the full CV >>



https://www.linkedin.com/in/levi-van-ryder-4804aa1b5/

SPECIALIZATION:
Literature

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
Poetic Justice: A Cognitive Approach to
Political Poetry in 19th Century Bohemia

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
Grounded in the emerging field of Cognitive

Poetics and studies of rhetoric, my project
looks at the evolution of poetic form in 19th
century Czech literature as a political
phenomenon that helped foster the civic

ethos of the Czech National Revival.

KEY WORDS:
Literature; poetics; Bohemistics;
linguistics; cognition

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Princeton University, Slavic Languages
and Literatures, Princeton, NJ

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Academy of Sciences of the CR, Institute
of Czech Literature, Prague

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Michal Charypar

GRANT PERIOD:
09/2025-06/2026

Link to the University Online Profile >>

Joshua Velasquez

Ph.D Candidate
U.S. Student Program

Academic training:
¢ M.A, 2024, Princeton University, USA
e B.A, 2019, Stanford University, USA
Professional background:
e Assistant Instructor of Intermediate Russian and Beginner's Ukrainian,
Princeton University, 2024-2025
e Admission Officer, Dartmouth College, 2019-2021

¢ Admission Associate, Stanford University Office of Undergraduate
Admissions, 2016-2019

Selected publications:
¢ "Word as Weapon: Deliberate Metaphor in Lesia Ukrainka's Lyric Poetry

and Its Legacy in Modern Ukrainian Language Politics" (In progress,
expected completion 2025)

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

e 2021 Princeton University President's Fellowship
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https://slavic.princeton.edu/people/joshua-velasquez

Charles Allen

‘ Charlie has worked for the past four summers as a teacher at different types of

.4

summer enrichment programs for students in the United States. From traditional
American summer camps to summer programs at universities focused on preparing
secondary students to succeed in college, Charlie has taught philosophy, history, and
art, and is very excited to add English to that list.

i
|

Host institution in the Czech Republic:

Gymnazium Bozeny Némcové, Hradec
Kralové

Link to the full CV >>

Jocelyn Bunster

Jocelyn Bunster, from Massapequa Park, NY, is a recent graduate of SUNY ‘ -
Geneseo, where she received a degree in Mathematics with Certification in J
Secondary Education as a member of the Edgar Fellows honors program. Her

capstone project, “Knot Your Average Math Class: Exploring Curves and Curiosities” I

looks at using Knot Theory in inquiry-based instruction. At Geneseo, she served as

President of the Association of Women in Mathematics, was a supplemental

instructor for Calc 1 & Calc 2, and interned in the study abroad office. Besides math

Jocelyn loves reading, hiking, and baking. While studying abroad in Spring 2023, =
Jocelyn volunteered as an ETA in Italian high school English classrooms, sparking

her interest in language learning. Jocelyn is eager to use her skills to teach math, Host institution in the Czech Republic:
which many consider the most challenging language, and to teach English while Stfedni pramyslova skola stavebni, Havifov
actively participating in cultural exchange and immersion. After her Fulbright

experience, Jocelyn plans on attending graduate school and completing her NYS Link to the full CV >>

Professional Teaching Certification.

Vivian Chen

Vivian Chen is a Northern Virginia native. She graduated from the University of
Virginia in 2023 with majors in Commerce and East Asian Studies. After college,
she taught English in rural Japan on the Japan Exchange and Teaching Program
(JET). Vivian is super excited to continue teaching ESL as a Czechia Fulbright ETA
and is looking forward to experiencing Czech culture. Following Fulbright, she
aspires to further a career in cultural exchange programming, diplomacy, or
international education.

Host institution in the Czech Republic:
Gymnazium, Roudnice nad Labem

Link to the full CV
ink to the fu >> 18



https://www.linkedin.com/in/vivian-chen1/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/charlieemallen/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/jocelyn-bunster

Deborah Cherman

Deborah is a recent graduate of Brown University, where she studied Anthropology
and Biology. As an undergraduate, Deborah took on various teaching assistant
positions and became actively involved in Brown’s outdoor education and
leadership communities. She was also a member of the Anthropology Departmental
Undergraduate Group, providing support and peer mentorship, while fostering
connections within and beyond the department. She is passionate about population
genetics, comparative anatomy, and scientific literacy, and hopes to pursue a career
in science education. In her free time, Deborah enjoys knitting, backpacking, baking,

Host institution in the Czech Republic:

Gymnazium Frantiska Martina

d visiting diff t parks and ! o
and visiting different parks and museums e, S e e (4T

Link to the fullCV >>

Ryan Comley

o

‘ - Ryan Comley is a musician from Charlotte, North Carolina, specializing in
jazz drum set and classical percussion. A fan of the avant-garde, Ryan

-Y enjoys pushing the boundaries of musical style and exploring new

possibilities in musical expression. He is also passionate about making

improvisation accessible to new musicians, especially those who may have
missed out due to limited funding in their education.

Host institution in the Czech Republic:

Stredni priimyslova skola, Trutnov +
Méstské gymnazium a SOS Upice

Allison Hafner

Allison will be serving as an ETA in Kaplice, Czech Republic. She has a passion for
education and plans to pursue a career as a Special Education teacher upon
returning to the United States. Allison is motivated by a desire to explore global
education systems and promote cross-cultural understanding. She looks forward to
the invaluable teaching and cultural experiences that her time in the Czech
Republic will provide!

Host institution in the Czech Republic:
Stredni odborna skola a Stredni odborné
ucilisté, Kaplice

Link to the full CV >>



http://www.linkedin.com/in/deborah-cherman-7b9893244
https://www.linkedin.com/in/allison-hafner-7547b4264/

Emma Holdren

Growing up in Denver, Colorado, Emma Holdren always had a curiosity about the
world beyond her hometown. That curiosity first brought her to a gap year in
Morocco, where she studied Arabic and discovered a passion for global connection
and cultural exchange. She carried this with her through her studies at Indiana
University, where she earned a BA in Environmental Studies and Middle Eastern
Languages. Her global curiosity has taken her to Amman, Jordan, for study abroad,
and to Dubai, UAE, where she served as a Youth Ambassador at Expo 2020. It now
takes her to a small town in the Czech Republic, where she is excited to build
connections through both teaching and learning. Emma intends to pursue a career
in International Education upon returning to the U.S.

Host institution in the Czech Republic:
Gymnazium, Susice

Link to the full CV >>

Ani Khachadourian

Ani Khachadourian just graduated with a B.S. in Civil Engineering from Lafayette
College. During her time at Lafayette, she was a member of the women'’s soccer team,
researched stream temperatures across the U.S., and was part of a senior design
project focused on improving the local trail network and pedestrian safety. Outside of
college, Ani had numerous internships focusing on land development and water
resources. Notably, since 2016, she has been a member of the U.S. Deaf Women's
National team and has won gold at the Deaflympics in Brazil (2022) and at the Deaf
World Cup in Malaysia (2023). This year, she will be competing at the Deaflympics in
Japan. After her time in the Czech Republic, she is going to be starting as a water
resource engineer, focusing on implementing green infrastructure to manage
stormwater runoff.

Host institution in the Czech Republic:

Stredni skola stavebni - HORSTAYV,
Olomouc

Link to the full CV >>

Amil Khattar

Amil is a 2022 Northeastern University graduate with a degree in marketing
analytics and finance. During college, he worked in various marketing and
analytical roles at ASICS Digital, Goodwin, and Wayfair. Upon graduation, Amil
joined BBQGuys as a Digital Marketing Analyst, was then promoted to Senior
Associate of Category Management, and most recently joined The Crowd's Line Al
as a Marketing and Strategy Lead. He is very passionate about marketing and loves
understanding consumer behavior, with a special interest in the sports industry, as
he is currently obtaining my Master's degree in Sports Management at Columbia
University. Amil's passion for teaching extends to the world of entrepreneurship as
Host institution in the Czech Republic: he's started two companies: VasaVita, a professional development service through
Obchodni akademie Tomase Bati a which he assists young professionals as they enter the job market, and JunePeak
VOS ekonomicka Zlin Marketing Group, a digital marketing agency offering full-stack marketing solutions
Link to the full CV >> to local business owners looking to tell their story to the world
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/amil-khattar/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/emma-holdren
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ani-khachadourian?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=ios_app

Halle Kibben

Halle Kibben has worked in many capacities during college, including but not
limited to working as a senior editor for her university's literary journal,
working as a writing coach at her university's writing center, working as a
content and copyeditor for her university's public policy center, and working
as an interviewer and journalist for a nonprofit foundation. She has also had
creative works published in multiple university literature journals.

Host institution in the Czech Republic:
Gymnazium a SOS dr. Vaclava Smejkala,
Usti nad Labem

Link to the full CV >>

Emily King

During her bachelors studies in English Literature at George Fox University,
Emily King was deeply involved in her community in a number of ways. She
worked as a writing intern at George Fox's Marketing and Communications
department, interviewing students, faculty, and alumni and writing profile
pieces published in the university’s blog. She also volunteered as an English
language teacher for the Newberg Community Language Program, and she
Host institution in the Czech Republic: served as a resident assistant for three years. As a first-generation college
Gymnazium Jifiho Ortena, Kutna Hora graduate, Emily is dedicated to enabling others to pursue their education.

Isaac Manfull

Isaac Manfull of East Haddam, CT is a recent graduate of the MA program in
Music with a focus in Musicology at Penn State University, where he also
received his Bachelor of Music Education and Bachelor of Arts in Linguistics in
2023. During his MA, lsaac taught several undergraduate music classes,
including one of his own design on video game music. Beyond academics, Isaac
performed regularly with choirs at Penn State and the local community, and he
spends his summers working as the Music and Theater Specialist for a summer
camp in his hometown. In his free time, he enjoys the outdoors, reading,
writing, and playing and singing music. Isaac is thrilled to be able to participate
in the Fulbright ETA grant experience, and plans to continue teaching and
pursue further education upon his return to the US.

Host institution in the Czech Republic:
Stredni pedagogicka skola,
gymnazium a VOS, Karlovy Vary

Link to the full CV >>



https://www.linkedin.com/in/isaac-m-853913140/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/halle-kibben-87123b269?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=android_app

Bianca McNeely

Bianca graduated from Pomona College with a degree in Politics and a minor in
Russian and Eastern Studies. For three semesters, she volunteered as a teaching
assistant in a second-grade classroom, which fostered her interest in teaching. She
is passionate about the role of art and media in democratization efforts. After
Fulbright, she plans to apply the global perspective she gained in the Czech
Republic to a master's program focusing on democratization and transitional

justice.
Host institution in the Czech Republic:

Gymnazium Zlin - Lesni ¢tvrt

Link to the full CV >>

Kaylee O Brien

Kaylee O'Brien is from the mountainous city of Asheville, North Carolina. She is a
graduate of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she earned her
Bachelors in Political Science and Philosophy. During her undergraduate career, she
served as a research assistant, completed a summer research fellowship, and co-
authored a published academic article. She also held a position as a teaching
assistant in the Department of Global Studies and tutored students through Teach
For America. Outside of her academic work, Kaylee is a certified personal trainer, Host institution in the Czech Republic:
cycling instructor, and boxing coach, with a strong interest in promoting wellness Gymnazium, Cheb

and community health.

Breeanna Patzke

Bree Patzke is from Green Bay, Wisconsin. She recently earned her Master of Public
Administration and a Bachelor’s in Political Science from the University of Alabama,
with minors in Public Policy and Spanish. Throughout her studies, Bree became
interested in international affairs, development, and humanitarian action, and how
’ ] ’ we can better center local voices in policymaking. This year, she is excited to learn
from students and colleagues in the Czech Republic and explore how their
‘ educational system can inspire more equitable, sustainable policies abroad. After her
Fulbright experience, Bree is hoping to pursue a PhD in International Relations.

Host institution in the Czech Republic:
Stredni priimyslova skola a Obchodni
akademie, Bruntal

Link to the full CV >> 22



http://linkedin.com/in/biancamcneely
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bree-patzke-mpa-69537a220?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=ios_app

Catherine Pfau

Catherine is a 2025 graduate from the College of the Holy Cross. She graduated as
a double major in Political Science and Peace and Conflict Studies, along with a
minor in Education. During her time in college, she was involved as a Community-
Based Learning Intern. Through this role, she was able to have ample volunteer
experience with people with intellectual disabilities. Further, Catherine was able to
help other students connect their volunteer experience to their course content. She
has been able to learn about the importance of mutual understanding and reciprocal
service through her involvement in college. Her love for travel and experiencing
new cultures makes her super excited to arrive in the Czech Republic and build Host institution in the Czech Republic:
relationships with her students while connecting with the community in Uherské Obchodni akademie, VOS Uherské Hradisté
Hradisté.
Link to the full CV >>

Evelyn Ryan

Evelyn graduated from Loyola University Maryland in the spring of 2025 with a
BA in English and Classical Civilization. While at Loyola, she was a member of
the women's rowing team for three years, and during her senior year, she was a
volunteer student coach for incoming novice rowers. This past spring, Evelyn
was admitted to Syracuse University to pursue a master's degree in library and
information science, which she plans on doing after her year in the Czech
Republic. As a future librarian, she is very interested in the intersections
between technology and the humanities, a field she fell in love with during her
time as a digital humanist at Loyola. In her free time, Evelyn loves to read,

Host institution in the Czech Republic:
Stojanovo gymnazium, Velehrad

bake, and listen to music.

Link to the full CV >>

Anna Shepard

Anna Shepard is originally from Cleveland, Ohio. She graduated from the University
of Cincinnati with a B.S. in Medical Sciences and minors in Public Health and
Integrative Health, where she developed a strong commitment to advancing health
equity by addressing systemic barriers affecting marginalized and medically
underserved communities. Her global health research includes work with the
European CDC, WHO, and Slovenia’'s National Institute of Public Health, as well as
studying healthcare systems in Germany. Anna plans to pursue an MD/MPH to drive

systemic change through policy and program development. Outside of work, she Host institution in the Czech Republic:

Gymnazium a SOS zdravotnicka a
ekonomicka Vyskov

loves to read, hike, play pickleball, and explore new places. Anna is incredibly excited
to spend the next year exploring Vyskov and the Czech Republic!

Link to the full CV >>



http://www.linkedin.com/in/cate-pfau-2a545a263
http://www.linkedin.com/in/evelyn-ryan-6529b9216
http://www.linkedin.com/in/anna-shepard88

Jarrett Sweet

Jarrett Sweet has experience teaching English Ho Chin Minh City, Vietnam during
the summer of 2024 at Sylvan Learning Vietnam. He has also taught at South
Burlington High School, Vermont, United States of America. At South Burlington
High School, Jarrett taught social studies to 9th, 11th & 12th grade students.

Host institution in the Czech Republic:
Stredni priimyslova skola
strojnicka, Vsetin

Link to the fullCV >>

Logan Weilbaker

Logan graduated from Wabash College, in western Indiana, where he received a
bachelor’'s degree in theater and classics. He is particularly interested in the
intersection of those two fields—Greek poetry, performance, and how modern theater
is influenced by our relationship with the past. Logan was also editor for his school’s
student newspaper, which was named best in the state for three consecutive years.

Host institution in the Czech Republic:

Gymnazium K. V. Raise a Stredni
odborné ucilisté, Hlinsko

Charlotte Weinstein

Originally from New Jersey, Charlotte spent the last four years at Emory University
in Atlanta, Georgia working towards her B.A. in History and minor in Ethics. During
her sophomore spring, she spent the semester in Prague and fell in love with the
history and alternative culture she found there. She dedicated the next years of
college to learning Czech and researching the origins of punk music from
Czechoslovak communism, which recently culminated in an honors thesis. The rest
of her time at Emory was spent goalkeeping for Emory's club field hockey team,
working closely with the refugee community of metro Atlanta, and getting involved
in Jewish life on campus. She is passionate about linguistics, refugee rights,
Host institution in the Czech Republic: cooking with local and seasonal ingredients, crafting with textiles, and travelling to
Stfedni 3kola designu a mody, unique destinations. She is so thrilled for this next step on my journey and plans to
Prosté&jov really focus on furthering her Czech skills as | get to know her new community in

o
Link to the full CV >> Prostejov:
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/sophiepedzich?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=ios_app
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jarrett-sweet-6720a9258/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/charlotte-weinstein-358a59322/

Ryan Williamson

Ryan is a recent graduate of Texas A&M University, where he earned a B.B.A in
Business Honors with a certificate in International Trade and Agriculture. From El
Campo, Texas, a rural town with deep Czech ties, he developed a passion for
sustainable global food systems. Ryan has held sustainability and communications
internships at agriscience companies, spent three years as a student writer for the
Texas A&M Foundation, and in 2023, took a gap year to serve as a National FFA
Officer, traveling nationwide to lead student workshops and advocate for Host institution in the Czech Republic:
agriculture. After his Fulbright grant, he hopes to pursue a career with the U.S. Vyssi odborna skola a Stredni zemédélska
Department of Agriculture’s Foreign Agricultural Service Skola, Benedov

Link to the full CV >>

Victoria Wlosok

Victoria Wlosok of Sylva, NC is a recent graduate of the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she majored in Business Administration and
English & Comparative Literature with a focus in Writing, Editing, and Digital
Publishing and a minor in Creative Writing. While at UNC-Chapel Hill, she
landed a two-book deal with US publisher Little, Brown and Company for her
young adult thrillers How to Find a Missing Girl and Six Must Die. In her time at
Carolina she served for three years as a Resident Advisor with Carolina
Housing; operated on the Executive Board of her university’s National
Residence Hall Honorary chapter as the Director of Public Relations; spent a
semester as a teaching assistant at the Kenan-Flagler Business School; and
Host institution in the Czech Republic: worked as the Website Editor for Cellar Door, UNC's oldest undergraduate
Podkrusnohorské gymnazium, Most literary journal. When she’s not writing, Victoria enjoys completing crossword
puzzles, perfecting her coffee order, and attempting to break out of escape
rooms. She is thrilled to be an ETA in the Czech Republic and hopes to obtain
Link to the full CV >> her MFA in Fiction upon her return to the US.
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