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The J. William Fulbright Commission in the Czech Republic is a
Czech-U.S. binational governmental organization based in Prague,
established in 1991. Its main mission is to enhance mutual
understanding through educational contacts between the Czech
Republic and the United States of America.

The Commission, in cooperation with major stakeholders in
regional education, higher education, and research, develops and
manages scholarships for students, lecturers and researchers, high
school teachers, as well as NGO leaders and professionals.

The Commission is funded by the Czech Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sports and the U.S. Department of State and it is
supervised by the Czech Fulbright Board. The Board consists of
ten members appointed by the Czech Ministry of Education and
the U.S. Embassy in the Czech Republic. The U.S. Ambassador to
the Czech Republic and the Minister of Education of the Czech
Republic serve as the Honorary Co-Chairs of the Board.

The Commission is managed by the Executive Director together
with five staff members. Annually, the Czech Fulbright Commission
awards up to 80 scholarships to Czech and American citizens.

The 26 Czech scholars and students featured in this catalogue,
have received a Fulbright grant to the USA in the academic year
2026-27 to conduct research and study projects, and to develop
their professional skills.

Welcome to the world of the Czech Fulbright, where boundaries
dissolve, diversity thrives, and talents, together with knowledge
and hard work, transcend geographical borders, cultural
differences, and disciplinary confines.
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SPECIALIZATION:
Planetary Science

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:

The Role of Impact Events and Orbital
Evolution in the Geologic Evolution of the

Icy Moon Europa

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The surface of the icy moon Europa exhibits
a number of tectonic features, suggesting an
active interior despite its cold surface
temperatures. This project aims to improve
our understanding of Europa’s evolution and
to determine what can be inferred about the
habitability of its subsurface ocean from its

surface tectonics.

KEY WORDS:
Icy moons; Europa; habitability; tectonics;
numerical modeling

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Charles University, Department of
Geophysics, Prague

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

University of California, Earth and
Planetary Sciences Department, Santa
Cruz, CA

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Francis Nimmo

GRANT PERIOD:
09/2026-04/2027

Link to the university profile >>

Martin Kihoulou

Researcher

Visiting Scholar Program

Academic training:

Ph.D.,2025, Charles University, Czech Republic and Nantes Université, France
M.A., 2021, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
B.A., 2019, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

Professional background:

The core of Martin Kihoulou's research lies in the investigation of the
habitability of icy objects in the Solar System, namely the icy moons of
Jupiter and Saturn. He uses numerical modeling to study their evolution
over geological time scales, as some of these bodies provide a promising
environment for the emergence of life beyond Earth. He collaborates on
joint research activities with the Laboratoire de Planétologie et Géosciences
(France), where he carried out part of his doctoral studies..

Selected publications:

2025 Kihoulou, M., Choblet, G., Tobie, G., Kalousova, K. and O. Cadek.
“Subduction-like process in Europa’s ice shell triggered by enhanced eccentricity
periods.” Science Advances 11, eadq8719.
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.adq8719

2023 Patocka, V. and M. Kihoulou. “Dynamic reorientation of tidally locked
bodies: application to Pluto.” Earth and Planetary Science Letters 617(1), 118270.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.epsl.2023.118270

2023 Kihoulou, M., Cadek, O., Kvorka, J., Kalousova, K., Choblet, G. and G.
Tobie. “Topographic response to ocean heat flux anomaly on the icy moons of
Jupiter and Saturn.” Icarus 391, 115337.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.icarus.2022.115337

2022 Kihoulou, M., Kalousova, K. and O. Soucek. “Evolution of Pluto's impact-
deformed ice shell below Sputnik Planitia basin.” Journal of Geophysical Research:
Planets 127, e2022JE007221. https://doi.org/10.1029/2022JE007221

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

2023-2024 Numerical modeling of subduction on icy moon Europa, Grant
Agency of Charles University, project No. 26624, Principal Investigator
2021-2022 Presence of subsurface ocean on a dwarf planet Pluto, Grant Agency
of Charles University, project No. 355521, Principal Investigator


https://geo.mff.cuni.cz/~kihoulou/

SPECIALIZATION:
Anthropology and Genetics

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
Methylation Profiles of Fulani Pastoralists in
Relation to Subsistence

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Epigenetic modifications, particularly DNA
methylation, play an important but
understudied role in human adaptation.
This project investigates methylation
patterns in a pastoralist Fulani population,
integrating genomic data to examine
adaptations related to lactase persistence
and starch metabolism, and providing
comparative insights for future epigenetic

research.

KEY WORDS:

Epigenetics; methylation; subsistence; Fulani
pastoralists

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Institute of Archaeology of the Czech
Academy of Sciences, Department of Natural
Sciences and Archaeometry, Prague

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

University California, Department of
Anthropology, San Diego, CA

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Amy Non

GRANT PERIOD:
1/2027-6/2027

Link to the fullCV >>

Edita Priehodova

Postdoctoral Researcher

Visiting Scholar Program

Academic training:

e Ph.D,, 2017, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
e M.A,, 2011, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
e B.A., 2009, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

Professional background:

e Edita Priehodova is a postdoctoral researcher at the Laboratory of
Archaeogenetics, where she investigates the genetic and evolutionary
consequences of human dietary adaptations, with a particular focus on
lactase persistence. Her research examines how cultural practices and
subsistence strategies have shaped the genetic diversity of past and present
populations across Eurasia and Africa. She has extensive experience in
interdisciplinary research and international collaboration, combining genetic,
bioinformatic, and evolutionary approaches to study human populations.

Selected publications:

e 2023 Cerny V, Priehodova E, C. Fortes-Lima. “A Population Genetic
Perspective on Subsistence Systems in the Sahel/Savannah Belt of Africa and
the Historical Role of Pastoralism.” Genes 14: 14. doi: 10.3390/
genes14030758.

e 2020 Priehodova E, Austerlitz F, Cizkova M, Novackova J, Ricaut FX,
Hofmanova Z, Schlebusch CM, V. Cerny. “Sahelian pastoralism from the
perspective of variants associated with lactase persistence.” Am J Phys
Anthropol 173: 423-436. doi: 10.1002/ajpa.24116.

e 2019 Vicente M, Priehodova E, Diallo I, Podgorna E, Poloni ES, Cerny V,CM
Schlebusch. “Population history and genetic adaptation of the Fulani nomads:
inferences from genome-wide data and the lactase persistence trait.” BMC
Genomics 20: 915. doi: 10.1186/512864-019-6296-7.

e 2017 Priehodova E, Austerlitz F, Cizkova M, Mokhtar MG, Poloni ES, V. Cerny.
“The historical spread of Arabian Pastoralists to the eastern African Sahel
evidenced by the lactase persistence -13,915*G allele and mitochondrial
DNA.” American Journal of Human Biology: €22950-n/a. doi: 10.1002/
ajhb.22950.

e 2014 Priehodova E, Abdelsawy A, Heyer E, V. Cerny. “Lactase Persistence
Variants in Arabia and in the African Arabs.” Human Biology 86: 7-18. doi:
10.3378/027.086.0101.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

e 2022-2024 Funding from the Czech Academy of Sciences to support promising
human resources for a postdoctoral research (PPLZ L300022251)

e 2013 French government’s scholarship programme, Muséum national
d’Histoire naturelle


https://www.linkedin.com/in/edita-p-a11a263bb/

SPECIALIZATION:
Geology

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:

From Crystal Mushes to Volcanic Eruptions
and Mineral Deposits: Record of Melt
Cargodent

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
Volcanic eruptions threaten tens of millions
of people worldwide, yet still little is known
about how eruptible magma is mobilized
from crystal-rich “mush” deep in the crust.
This project uses advanced rock-magnetic
and imaging techniques on subvolcanic rocks
in the western USA to map ancient magma
pathways, revealing how large magma bodies
and metal-rich fluids move and how this
controls both volcanic hazards and ore

deposit formation.

KEY WORDS:

Explosive eruption; magma emplacement;
melt transport; ore deposits; rock
magnetism

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Charles University, Institute of Geology and
Paleontology, Prague

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

U.S. Geological Survey, Geoscience and
Environmental Change Science Center,
Denver, CO

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Alexander D. Lusk

GRANT PERIOD:
03/2027-07/2027

Link to the full CV >>
Link to the university profile >>

Filip Tomek

Assistant Professor

Visiting Scholar Program

Academic training:

Ph.D., 2015, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
MSc., 2011, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
BSc., 2009, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

Professional background:

Filip Tomek is a geologist and head of the Laboratory of Rock Magnetism,
specializing in magmatic processes, volcanology, and structural geology. His
research focuses on magma emplacement, crystal mush dynamics, and
volcanic plumbing systems, with an emphasis on melt and fluid pathways in
the crust. He teaches and supervises students across all levels, integrating
current research on magmatism and rock magnetism into geology courses.

Selected publications:

2025 Tomek F., Cerny J., Lutovsky M., Pospisil L., Vitous P., Sokol L.,
Danielova E., Z. Hajkova. “Did Forefather Czech know he was standing on a
fossil lava lake? Revisiting the Oligocene Rip Hill volcano, Bohemian Massif.”
International Geology Review 67:2119-2141.

2025 Olsanska ., Tomek F., Robustelli Test C., Zanella E., Svojtka M., Trubac¢
J., Cifelli F., F. Finger. “From magma formation to eruption: temperature
path of two Late Carboniferous post-collisional calderas (Bohemian Massif).”
Geochemistry, Geophysics, Geosystems 26: e2025GC012217.

2024 Tomek F., Zak J., Verner K., Jezek J., SR Paterson. “A complex
interplay between pluton emplacement, tectonic deformation, and plate
kinematics in the Cretaceous Sierra Nevada magmatic arc, California.”
Tectonics 43: e2023TC007822.

2023 Tomek F., Olsanska I., Truba¢ J., Cerny J., Rejsek J., L. Ackerman. “On
the anatomy and structural control of a dyke swarm that fed caldera-
forming ignimbrite eruptions.” Journal of the Geological Society 180:
jgs2022-119.

2022 Vitous P., Tomek F., MS Petronis. “Magnetic fabrics of rhyolite
ignimbrites reveal complex emplacement dynamics of pyroclastic density
currents, an example from the Altenberg-Teplice Caldera, Bohemian
Massif.” Bulletin of Volcanology 84: 75.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

2024 and 2023 Radim Kettner Medal for the best junior paper, Institute of
Geology and Paleontology

2021 Dean’s Award for Early-Career Researchers, Faculty of Science,
Charles University

2019 Otto Wichterle Award for outstanding early-career researchers, Czech
Academy of Sciences

2015 Dean’s Award for the Best PhD Thesis, Faculty of Science, Charles
University

2015 Radek Melka Award for the best student paper of the Central
European Tectonics Group


https://www.linkedin.com/in/filip-tomek-73391438b/
https://natur.cuni.cz/en/person?poid=1720017576382556&ticket=ST-236318-zts5Q9OPluN2FF-BsNwfJHxF7UM-idp2

SPECIALIZATION:
Soil Science

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:

Linking Soil Organic Matter Complexity and
Microbial Carbon Use Efficiency Across a
Continental Transect in the USA

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

This project will test a recent concept that
interprets the persistence of SOM through
the lens of microbial metabolism and SOM
molecular complexity, using a state-of-the-
art method for determining microbial carbon
use efficiency and relating this parameter
with SOM molecular complexity in a soil

transect across the United States.

KEY WORDS:
Soil organic matter; carbon use efficiency;
microbial community; molecular complexity

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Biology Center CAS, Ceské Budéjovice

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Cornell University, School of Integrative
Plant Sciences, Ithaca, NY

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Johannes Lehmann

GRANT PERIOD:
09/2026-06/2027

Link to the university profile >>

Sarka Angst

Associated Scientist

Fulbright-Masaryk Program

Academic training:

e Ph.D., 2017, University of South Bohemia, Ceské Bud&jovice, Czech Republic
e MSc., 2012, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
e BSc., 2010, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

Professional background:

o Sarka Angst is a soil scientist specializing in litter decomposition and soil
organic matter stabilization. She is particularly interested in how biotic
factors, such as soil fauna and plant communities, drive these processes.
Her research also explores the ecological significance of marcescence. She
is deeply committed to science communication.

Selected publications:

e 2025 Angst, 5., Angst, G., Mueller, K. E., Lange, M., & N. Eisenhauer.
“Un(der)explored links between plant diversity and particulate and mineral-
associated organic matter in soil.” Nature Communications, 16, 5548. https://
doi.org/10.1038/s41467-025-60712-6.

e 2025 Angst, S., Mudrak, O., Bartuska, M., Capova, K., Jilkova, V., Petfik, P., & G.
Angst. “Marcescence in temperate regions mediates tree litter decomposition
through abiotic factors.” Soil Biology and Biochemistry 207, 109820. https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.50ilbio.2025.109820.

e 2024 Angst, G., Angst, S., Frouz, J., Jabinski, S., Jilkova, V., Kukla, J., Li, M.,
Meador, T. B., & R. Angel. “Stabilized microbial necromass in soil is more strongly
coupled with microbial diversity than the bioavailability of plant inputs.” Soil
Biology and Biochemistry, 190, 109323. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.s0ilbio.2024.109323.

e 2024 Angst, G., Potapov, A., Joly, F.-X., Angst, S., Frouz, J., Ganault, P., & N.
Eisenhauer. “Conceptualizing soil fauna effects on labile and stabilized soil
organic matter.” Nature Communications, 15(1), 5005. https://doi.org/10.1038/
s41467-024-49240-x.

e 2017 Angst, 5., Mueller, C. W., Cajthaml, T., Angst, G., Lhotakova, Z., Bartugka,
M., Spaldoiiova, A., & J. Frouz. “Stabilization of soil organic matter by
earthworms is connected with physical protection rather than with chemical
changes of organic matter.” Geoderma, 289. https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.geoderma.2016.11.017.


https://www.upb.cas.cz/en/staff/staff-detail/439/

SPECIALIZATION:
Artificial Life; Chemical Engineering

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:

What is ALife?

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
Jitka Cejkova’s Fulbright project, What is

ALife?, investigates the forty-year evolution
of Artificial Life as an interdisciplinary field
exploring life-as-it-could-be. Through
archival research, interviews with leading
scientists, and experimental studies of life-
like chemical systems, she examines how
researchers redefine the boundaries
between living and non-living systems, and
how concepts such as emergence, self-
organization, and adaptation have shaped

contemporary understandings of life.

KEY WORDS:

Artificial Life; complex systems; chemical
robotics; origins of life; self-organization

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

University of Chemistry and Technology,
Department of Chemical Engineering,
Prague

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Binghamton University, School of Systems
Science and Industrial Engineering,
Binghamton, NY

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Carlos Gershenson

GRANT PERIOD:
09/2026-02/2027

Link to the full CV >>
Link to the university profile >>

Jitka Cejkova

Associate Professor

Fulbright-Masaryk Program

Academic training:

e Ph.D, 2010, University of Chemistry and Technology, Prague, Czech Republic
¢ Ing., 2006, University of Chemistry and Technology, Prague, Czech Republic

Professional background:

o Jitka Cejkova specializes in Artificial Life, chemical robotics, and life-like
chemical systems. Her research explores how simple chemical processes can
exhibit behaviors associated with living organisms, including movement, self-
organization, and collective dynamics. She is an Associate Professor at the
Department of Chemical Engineering at the University of Chemistry and
Technology, Prague, where she teaches chemical engineering-related courses
and supervises bachelor’s, master’s, and international students.

Selected publications:

e 2024 Cartwright J.H.E., Cejkova J. et al. “Information, Coding, and Biological
Function: the Dynamics of Life.” Artificial Life 30(1): 16-27.

e 2021 Becherova L., Prokopec V., J. Cejkova. “Vibrational spectroscopic
analysis of critical micelle concentration in sodium decanoate solutions.”
Spectrochimica Acta Part A: Molecular and Biomolecular Spectroscopy 250,
119387.

e 2020 Cardoso S. S. S., Cartwright J. H. E., Cejkova J., Cronin L., Wit A. D.,
Giannerini S., Horvath D., Rodrigues A., Russell M. J., Sainz-Diaz C. I., A.
Toéth, “Chemobrionics: From Self-assembled Material Architectures to the
Origin of Life.” Artificial Life 26(3), 315-326 (open access).

e 2017 Cejkova J., Banno T., Stépanek F., M. M. Hanczyc. “Droplets as Liquid
Robots.” Artificial Life, 23 (4), 528-549 (open access).

e 2014 Cejkova J., Novak M., Stépanek F., M. Hanczyc. “Dynamics of
chemotactic droplets in salt concentration gradients.” Langmuir 30(40),
11937-11944.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

e 2025 Selected for Forbes Top Women in Czech Science 2025

e 2022 Medal of the Faculty of Chemical Engineering, University of Chemistry and
Technology, Prague

e 2021 ISAL (The International Society for Artificial Life) Distinguished Early-Career
Investigator Award

e 2017 Canon Foundation Research Fellowship

e 2016 and 2020 Finalist in the L'Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science programme

e 2014 and 2016 Rector’'s Award, University of Chemistry and Technology, Prague


https://www.linkedin.com/in/jitka-cejkova/
https://droplets.vscht.cz/people/cejkova

SPECIALIZATION:
Philosophy
FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:

Resisting the Atrophy of Experience: Adorno
in a Dialogue with Phenomenology

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The project addresses the problem of

atrophy of experience as it was diagnosed
by critical theory and intends to present
philosophical solutions of this problem
through staging a theoretical dialogue
between the philosophy of Theodor
Adorno, Jan Patocka, and Maurice

Merleau-Ponty.

KEY WORDS:

Atrophy of experience; intellectual
experience; Theodor Adorno; Jan Patocka;
Maurice Merleau-Ponty

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

At-Large

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Loyola Chicago University, Department of
Philosophy, Chicago, IL

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

David Ingram

GRANT PERIOD:
09/2026-05/2027

Alzbéta Dyckova

Researcher

Fulbright-Masaryk Program

Academic training:

Ph.D., 2024, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
M.A., 2020, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
B.A., 2018, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

Professional background:

AlZzbéta Dyckova is a recent Ph.D. graduate from Charles University in Prague.
She specialized in continental philosophy of the twentieth century, especially
the work of Theodor Adorno, some of whose works she translated into Czech.
Ms. Dyckova recently held a fellowship at IWM in Vienna, focusing also on
philosophy of Jan Patocka. She intends to further widen her horizons in
phenomenology.

Selected publications:

2025 Dyckova, A. “Adorno’s Insights in the Light of Exakte Phantasie.” In
Adorno’s Shadow. A Lasting Legacy. Berlin: Xenomoi Verlag, pp. 89-102.
2025 Dyckova, A. “Through Critique to the Nonconceptual. On Adorno’s
Essayistic Method.” Filosoficky ¢asopis 73:1, pp. 19-35.

2022 Dyckova, A. “Liberation of Language and Suspension of Subject in
Adorno’s Notes to Literature.” Humanities Bulletin 5:2, pp. 26-39.

2022 Dyckova, A. “Lyric philosophy: To Think by Experiencing an Echo of
Meaning.” Filosoficky ¢asopis 70:1, pp. 157-173.



SPECIALIZATION:
Architecture

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
RE-HABIT: 3D-printed Tiny House for
Healing and Community Growth

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
RE-HABIT explores adaptive housing for
vulnerable groups affected by long-term
isolation. The project combines architecture,
behavioral science, and 3D-printed concrete
technologies. It creates spaces that help
residents reconnect with society, adapt to
rapid technological change, and regain
confidence in everyday digital life. The
project is developed in collaboration with
MIT, AAAD, and CTU.

KEY WORDS:

Transitional housing; 3D concrete;
architecture

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Academy of Arts, Architecture and Design
in Prague; Klokner Institute, Czech
Technical University, Prague

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, MA

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Rafi Segal

GRANT PERIOD:
10/2026-01/2027

Link to the full CV >>
Link to the university profile >>

Katerina Goryczka

Assistent Professor, Architect

Fulbright-Masaryk Program

Academic training:

e Ph.D., 2022, Czech Technical University, Prague, Czech Republic
¢ Ing. arch., 2009, Czech Technical University, Prague, Czech Republic
e Bc., 2006, Czech Technical University, Prague, Czech Republic

Professional background:

o Katefina Goryczka is a practicing architect and researcher. She works as
an assistant professor at the Academy of Arts, Architecture and Design in
Prague, where she teaches architectural typology. She believes in a strong
synergy between engineering and architecture, which led her to pursue a
second doctoral degree focused on 3D-printed concrete at the Klokner
Institute, CTU in Prague. In 2022, she completed her first Ph.D. in
Interactive Architecture under the supervision of Henri Achten at the
Faculty of Architecture, CTU in Prague. Alongside academia, she develops
the relationship between education and practice through her work as an
architect at CASUA.

Selected publications:

e 2025 KVANT

e 2024 CASUA33

e 2024 Bench X

e 2024 |ASTIJL - 3rd iteration

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

e 2025 SIT Furniture Design Award

10


https://www.linkedin.com/in/kate%C5%99ina-g-61b1b420a/?skipRedirect=true
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kate%C5%99ina-g-61b1b420a/?skipRedirect=true

SPECIALIZATION:
Embryology and Reproductive Medicine

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
Mitochondrial-Epigenetic Crosstalk in Early

Embryo Development: Implications for

Assisted Reproductive Technologies

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Katerina Grygarova research investigates
how embryo culture conditions used in IVF
influence mitochondrial function and the
epigenetic regulation of early development.
By identifying biological signatures of cellular
stress, the project aims to improve embryo
culture practices and contribute to safer and
more effective assisted reproductive

technologies.

KEY WORDS:

Reproductive medicine; embryology; IVF;
epigenetics; mitochondria

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Charles University, Laboratory of
Reproductive Medicine, Pilsen

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

University of California, Department of
Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive
Sciences - Rinaudo Laboratory, San
Francisco, CA

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Paolo Rinaudo

GRANT PERIOD:
12/2026-07/2027

Link to the full CV >>

Katerina Grygarova

Ph.D. Candidate

Fulbright-Masaryk Program

Academic training:

MSc., 2026, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
M.D., 2023, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

Professional background:

Katefina Grygarova, M.D., is a physician, embryologist, and Ph.D. researcher
at Charles University. Her research focuses on reproductive biology,
mitochondrial function, and assisted reproductive technologies. Alongside her
research, she teaches histology and embryology to medical students at the
Third Faculty of Medicine, Charles University, where she received the Syllab
Chalk Award for outstanding teaching. She is also the founder of the 4EU+
Summer School of Applied Embryology, an international educational initiative
connecting students and young researchers from across Europe. Dr.
Grygarova is passionate about science communication and interdisciplinary
education and actively works to bridge research, clinical practice, and teaching
in reproductive medicine.

Selected publications:

Shavit M., Vancova M., Jedlicka J., Bily T., Mahrouk M., Cendelin J., Grygarova
K., Popelkova K., Tiima Z., Pribanova G., Kuncova J., J. Nevoral. “Abundance of
Maternal Mitochondrial Genome Is Dispensable up to the Mitochondrial
Genome Activation in Post-Implantation Embryos.” FASEB J. 2025 Sep
15;39(17):e70986. doi: 10.1096/fj.202501179R. PMID: 40922707; PMCID:
PMC12418054.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

2025, 2023 Syllab Chalk Award, Third Faculty of Medicine, Charles University
2025 Short-Term Visiting Research Scholar, University of Missouri, USA
2024 Famelab Czech Republic - National Finalist

2022 Josef Hlavka Award for Outstanding Students and Graduates

2020 Miloslav Petrusek Prize for Representation and Promotion of Charles
University

11


http://www.linkedin.com/in/katerina-grygarova

SPECIALIZATION:
Aeolian Geomorphology

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
Holocene Dought-driven Re-mobilization of
the Nebraska Sand Hills Dunes

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The project aims to examine the effect of
megadroughts on re-mobilization events in
the Nebraska Sand Hills and to provide a
high-resolution chronology of these events
based on OSL dating. This background will
allow better modeling of landscape responses

to climatic changes in the future.

KEY WORDS:

Dunes; OSL dating; Holocene; droughts

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Masaryk University, Department of
Geography, Brno

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

University of Nebraska, School of Natural
Resources, Lincoln, NE

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Paul Hanson

GRANT PERIOD:
08/2026-05/2027

Jakub Holusa

Postdoctoral Researcher

Fulbright-Masaryk Program

Academic training:

e Ph.D., 2024, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic
e Magr., 2019, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic
e Bc., 2017, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic

Professional background:

e Jakub Holus$a graduated from Physical Geography at Masaryk University, where he
continues as a postdoctoral researcher. He was also recently appointed as a
postdoctoral researcher at Bar-llan University, Israel. He collaborates with
researchers from all over the world, including Poland, Hungary, USA, Iceland,
France, United Kingdom and Israel. His research focuses primarily on dunes that
formed both in cold climates of the past and those that are in current periglacial
zones. He is also interested in proglacial zone dynamics and glaciology. He has
participated in two expeditions to Antarctica (2023 & 2025) organized by the
Czech Antarctic Research Programme.

Selected publications:

e 2025 Holusa, J., M. Kadlec. “Aeolian sand provenance variability during the Last
Glacial Period in the Moravian Sahara dune field, Czechia.” Geomorphology 491,
110032. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geomorph.110032.

e 2024 Holusa, J., Moska, P., Nyvlt, D., B. Woronko. “OSL-based chronology of the
cold-climate aeolian sand dunes, Moravian Sahara, lower Morava Basin, Czechia.”
Quaternary Sci. Rev. 334, 108718. https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.quascirev.2024.108718.

e 2024 Kavan, J., Stuchlik, R., Carrivick, J.L., Hanacek, M., Stringer, C.D., Roman, M.,
Holusa, J., Dagsson-Waldhauserova, P., Laska, K., D. Nyvlt. “Proglacial lake
evolution coincident with glacier dynamics in the frontal zone of Kviarjokull,
South-East Iceland.” Earth Surf. Process. Landforms 49 (5), 1487-1502. https://
doi.org/10.1002/esp.5781.

e 2022 Holusa, J., Nyvlt, D., Woronko, B., Matéjka, M., R. Stuchlik. “Environmental
factors controlling the Last Glacial multi-phase development of the Moravian
Sahara dune field, Lower Moravian Basin, Central Europe.” Geomorphology 413,
108355. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geomorph.2022.108355.

e 2022 Marks, L., Welc, F., Woronko, B., Krzyminska, J., Rogéz-Matyszczak, A.,
Szymanek, M., Holusa, J., Nitychoruk, J., Chen, Z., Salem, A., A. Zalat. “High-
resolution insight into the Holocene environmental history of the Burullus Lagoon
in northern Nile delta, Egypt.” Quaternary Res. 107, 87-103. https://
dx.doi.org/10.1017/qua.2021.63.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

e 2026 The Jifi V. Danes award for the best Ph.D. thesis (awarded by the Czech
Association of Geomorphologists and Association of Slovak Geomorphologists).

e 2026 Short Visits Programme, Excellence Initiative - University of Wroctaw.

e 2025 Post-doc/doc international Faculty fellow visit at Bar-llan University, Israel

e 2023/2024 The vice-rector's award for excellent results in doctoral studies

e 2021 Origin and Pleistocene environmental history of “The Moravian Sahara”,
Lower Moravian Basin (Masaryk University Grant Agency).

e 2020 and 2018 Erasmus+ working stay at the Faculty of Geology, University of
Warsaw under the supervision of Prof. Barbara Woronko.
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SPECIALIZATION:
Linguistics

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
Linguistic Landscape of the USA: The Case
of French in Louisiana and its Perception of

Neological Expressions

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

This research project examines the linguistic
landscape of Louisiana by analyzing the
perception of French neologisms. The main
goal is to investigate whether local
Francophone communities successfully
maintain their distinct cultural and linguistic
identity. The study thus measures the
ongoing dynamics of language shift and

language contact.

KEY WORDS:

Louisiana French; linguistic landscape;
neological expressions; Francophone identity

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

University of Ostrava, Department of
Romance studies, Ostrava

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Tulane Univesrity, Department of French
and Italian studies, New Orleans, LA

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:
Thomas Klingler

GRANT PERIOD:
11/2026-04/2027

Link to the full CV >>
Link to the university profile >>

Jan Lazar

Assistant Professor

Fulbright-Masaryk Program

Academic training:

Ph.D., 2009, Palacky University in Olomouc, Czech Republic
M.A., 2004, University of Ostrava, Czech Republic

Professional background:

Jan Lazar holds the position of Associate Professor at the Department of
Romance Studies, Faculty of Arts, University of Ostrava. He primarily teaches
linguistics courses, including morphology, syntax, sociolinguistics, and
lexicology. His research focuses on language contact between French and
English. He pays special attention to the penetration of Anglicisms into French
and explores specific language policies of Francophone countries.

Selected publications:

2025 Lazar, J., Mudrochova, R., D. Folwarczny. “Les anglicismes et leurs
équivalents francais dans le domaine de I'éducation: entre rivalité et enjeux dans
I’évolution linguistique.” Academic Journal of Modern Philology 25, pp. 251-265,
ISSN 2299-7164.

2025 Lazar, J., P. Zubkova. “Linguistic Preservation in the Digital Age: Anglicisms in
French and Quebec IT Terminology - A Survey of IT Students.” HERMES - Journal
of Language and Communication in Business 65, pp. 49-61. ISSN: 0904-169.

2024 Lazar, J., Mudrochovi, R., F. Hirsch. “L’'emploi des anglicismes de la mode et
les recommandations officielles: étude des usages basée sur des outils
linguistiques.” Romanica Wratislaviensia 71, pp. 211-224, ISSN: 0557-2665.

2023 Lazar Jan. “La perception des rectifications orthographiquesde 1990: quelle
connaissance aupres des étudiants polonais.” Academic Journal of Modern Philology
19, pp.207-2018. ISSN 2299-7164.

2023 Lazar, J., P. Mazurkiewicz. “La réalisation des métaphores concetptulles de la
vaccination contre le Covid-19 en francais et en tcheque.” Roczniky humanistyczne
Tom LXXI, zeszyt 5, pp. 147-158. ISSN 0035-7707.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

2026 French Government Fellowship: Teaching and research stay at University of
Tours 2023-2025 - FIPF-CECO (International Federation of French Teachers -
Commission for Central and Eastern Europe) - Member of the Executive
Committee

2025 Polish NAWA Fellowship : Research Stay at John Paul Il Catholic University
of Lublin, Poland

2023 French Government Fellowship: Teaching and research stay at Université
Paul Valéry Montpellier Ill, France

2017 Wallonie-Bruxelles International Fellowship: Study stay at the University of
Liege, Belgium
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https://ff.osu.cz/kro/jan-lazar/3540/#2-zivotopis
https://ff.osu.eu/kro/jan-lazar/3540/https:/minarcik.com

SPECIALIZATION:
Analytical Chemistry

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:

Mapping the Chemistry of Aging: Refining
Analytical Workflows to Track Age-Related
Changes in Metabolism

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The human body undergoes thousands of
chemical changes every minute, yet still little
is understood about how humans age or
develop certain diseases. This project uses
advanced metabolomic technologies to
uncover molecular signs of aging and help
distinguish healthy aging from early signs of

disease.

KEY WORDS:

Metabolomics; mass spectrometry; NMR
spectroscopy

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

University of Chemistry and Technology,
Faculty of Chemical Engineering, Prague

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

University of Washington, Northwest
Metabolomics Research Center, Seattle,
WA

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Daniel Raftery

GRANT PERIOD:
09/2026-05/2027

Link to the full CV >>
Link to the university profile >>

Alzbéta Nemeskalova

Assistant Professor

Fulbright-Masaryk Program

Academic training:

Ph.D., 2022, University of Chemistry and Technology, Prague, Czech Republic
M.A., 2016, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

Professional background:

AlZzbéta Nemeskalova is an Assistant Professor of Analytical Chemistry at UCT
Prague. She focuses on the analysis of small molecules - a technical term that is
admittedly a bit confusing, since all molecules are quite small. Using liquid
chromatography and mass spectrometry, she explores how these small molecules
behave in electric fields, uncovering details about their structure even when they
are hidden among far more abundant - or much larger - molecular colleagues.
Through her pharmacy training and international experience, Alzbéta developed a
strong interest in analytical research and scientific reasoning, along with the
slightly uncomfortable habit of asking, “How do we actually know this?” Over the
course of her career, she has learned that science is complicated, humans are
biased, and molecules rarely explain themselves voluntarily. She still believes there
are hardly any better ways to spend her time.

Selected publications:

2026 Nemeskalova A. et al. “DBDI-MS for rapid threshold-based screening of
anabolic agents in unregulated supplements.” Microchemical Journal.

2025 Vagnerova, M., Sykora, D., Nemeskalova A., Kuchar M.. “Challenges of
cannabidiol determination in emulsified cosmetics and application of solid-phase
extraction followed by HPLC-UV-MS/MS.” Analytical and Bioanalytical Chemistry.
2024 Nemeskalova A. et al. “Ambient ionization mass spectrometry provides
screening of selective androgen receptor modulators.” Talanta.

2020 Nemeskalova A. et al. “Combination of UV and MS/MS detection for the
LC analysis of cannabidiol-rich products.” Talanta.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

2023 UCT Prague Rector’s Junior Grant
2021-2022 Visiting Researcher, University of Navarra
2019 Best Presentation Award, Interdisciplinary Meeting of Young Scientists, Milovy
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/alzbeta-nemeskalova/
https://msuct.org/

SPECIALIZATION:
Addiction and Drug Policy Research

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
How Does Drug Supply Disruption Influence
Drug Markets and the Consequences of

Substance Use?

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
The project is focused on how disruptions to

drug supply - especially methamphetamine
precursor controls - shape drug markets and
the public health consequences of substance
use. The project builds a data and theoretical
framework, analyses Czech precursor
regulations, and establishes a transatlantic

network of experts in drug policy research.

KEY WORDS:
Drug markets; precursor regulation; drug

policy; time series

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Charles University, Department of
Addictology, Prague

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

University of Arizona, Department of Family
and Community Medicine, Tucson, AZ

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

James K. Cunningham

GRANT PERIOD:
09/2026-02/2027

Link to the full CV >>

Link to the university profile >>

Benjamin Petruzelka

Assistant Professor

Fulbright-Masaryk Program

Academic training:

Ph.D., 2021, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
M.A., 2016, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
B.A., 2013, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

Professional background:

Benjamin Petruzelka is a researcher and lecturer working at the intersection
of addiction studies, criminology, and sociology, with a methodological focus
spanning both quantitative and qualitative approaches. He holds a Ph.D. in
Addictology and an M.A. in Sociology, both from Charles University. His
research uses register (administrative) data to evaluate drug policies and to
conduct epidemiological studies. His interests include methamphetamine
precursor regulation, alcohol use and policy, and victimisation. He has led
nationally funded projects, contributed to international consortia including
the EU-funded IMPRESA and ATTUNE studies, and collaborates with NGOs
and national and local governments.

Selected publications:

2025 Bélackova, V., Petruzelka, B., Cihak, J., Michailidu, J., & V. Mrav¢ik.
“Getting the whole picture: A review of international research on the outcomes
of regulated cannabis supply.” International Journal of Drug Policy, 142, 104796.
2025 Petruzelka, B., Bartak, M., Rogalewicz, V., & T. F. Babor. “What drove
changes in alcohol sales during the COVID-19 pandemic in Czechia? An

interrupted time series analyses.” Drug and Alcohol Review 44(4), pp. 1207-1221.

2024 Petruzelka Benjamin. “Assessing methamphetamine precursor regulations:
International level and suitable methodologies are key.” International Journal of
Drug Policy, 131, 104499.

2023 Walach, V., & Petruzelka B.. “Violence and disablist hate crime against
people with intellectual disabilities: Czech NGOs and service providers'
experiences.” Disability & Society.

2021 Kilian, C., Rehm, J., Allebeck, P., Bartak, M., Braddick, F., Gual, A., Matrai,
S., PetruZelka, B., Rogalewicz, V., Rossow, ., Schulte, B., Stelemékas, M., & J.
Manthey. “Alcohol Consumption during the COVID-19 Pandemic in Europe: a
Large-scale Cross-sectional study in 21 Countries.” Addiction 116(12), pp. 3369-
3380.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

2026 Fulbright Visiting Scholar Award, the University of Arizona, USA

2023 | was part of the team behind the regulatory impact analysis of cannabis
regulation in Czechia (regulacekonopi.cz/ria/), which received an honorable
mention of the Jaroslav Skala Award.

2014 Deutsch-Tschechischer Zukunftsfonds Stipendium, Goethe University
Frankfurt am Main, Germany

2012 Erasmus Study Stay, Johannes Gutenberg-Universitdt Mainz, Germany
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/benjamin-petru%C5%BEelka-86599673/
https://www.adiktologie.cz/mgr-benjamin-petruzelka

SPECIALIZATION:
Theory and Phenomenology of Heavy lon

Collisions

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:

Bulk Matter Signatures of QCD Phase
Transition

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

This project investigates experimentally

measurable bulk-matter signatures of a first-

order QCD phase transition in heavy-ion
collisions. Using event-by-event hybrid
simulations with realistic equations of state,
the project aims to identify fluctuation

observables sensitive to mixed-phase

dynamics and to calibrate their dependence on

the transition strength.

KEY WORDS:

QCD phase transition; heavy-ion
collisions; event-by-event fluctuations;
hydrodynamic simulations; equation of
state

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT

IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Czech Technical University, Department of
Physics, Prague

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

University of Houston, Department of Physics,

Houston, TX

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Volodymyr Vovchenko

GRANT PERIOD:
09/2026-01/2027

Link to the full CV >>
Link to the university profile >>

Tomas Polednicek

Researcher, Ph.D. Candidate
Fulbright-Masaryk Program

Academic training:

e MSc., 2023, Czech Technical University, Prague, Czech Republic
e BSc., 2021, Czech Technical University, Prague, Czech Republic

Professional background:

e Tomas Polednicek is a Ph.D. candidate at the Czech Technical University in Prague,
conducting computational research in heavy-ion collision hydrodynamics,
numerical simulations, and data analysis. He also assists in teaching General
Theory of Relativity. In 2022, he joined the International Summer Student Program
at GSI-FAIR in Darmstadt, where he worked on data analysis of Lattice QCD
correlation functions. His background combines theoretical nuclear physics,
international research experience, and strong programming skills

Selected publications:

e 2025 Polednicek, T., Vozabova, R., B. Tomasik. “Elliptic flow of deuterons from
simulations with hybrid model.” arXiv:2510.07897 [nucl-th].

e 2025 Tomasik, B., Vozabova, R., T. Polednicek. “Deuteron production and elliptic
flow in ultrarelativistic heavy-ion collisions.” European Physical Journal Special
Topics 234(10), pp. 2941-2947.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

e 2023 Graduated with honours, MSc., Czech Technical University in Prague
e 2022 International Summer Student Program participant, GSI-FAIR, Darmstadt,
Germany
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/tomas-polednicek/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tomas-polednicek/

SPECIALIZATION:

Comparative Politics and Digital Governance

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:

Al and the Art of Governance: A Multi-Level
Comparison of Lawmakers in Europe and the
United States

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

This comparative project examines the
challenges and opportunities of governance
in the era of artificial intelligence. It explores
how political actors adapt to Al, analyzing its
broad implications for democratic decision-

making and policy development.

KEY WORDS:

Artificial inteligence; political actors;
governance

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Czech University of Life Sciences, Department
of Humanities, Prague

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

The University of Texas, Department of
Government, Austin, TX

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Namy H. Liu

GRANT PERIOD:
10/2026-03/2027

Link to the full CV >>
Link to the university profile >>

Milan Skolnik

Assistant Professor

Fulbright-Masaryk Program

Academic training:

e Ph.D., 2022, University of Hradec Kralové, Czech Republic
e Magr., 2017, University of Hradec Kralové, Czech Republic
e Bc., 2015, University of Hradec Kralové, Czech Republic

Professional background:

e Milan Skolnik is an Assistant Professor at the Czech University of Life
Sciences in Prague. Since his Ph.D. studies, his research has focused on
political communication on social media, the societal implications of artificial
intelligence, and the impact of corruption. He has completed semester-long
research stays in Chile and Mexico, alongside several short-term teaching
mobilities at Spanish universities. He serves as a committee member of the
Czech Political Science Association, participates in the Academic Bridge
Project, co-founded the Al Research Network, and has experience as a
Horizon Europe research team member.

Selected publications:

e 2026 Haman, M., & M. Skolnik. “Fake no more: The redemption of ChatGPT in
literature reviews.” Accountability in Research 33(1), pp. 1-3.
https://doi.org/10.1080/08989621.2025.2465619

e 2025 Haman, M., M. Skolnik. “The unverified era: politicians’ Twitter verification
post-Musk acquisition.” Journal of Information Technology & Politics 22(2), pp.
167-171. https://doi.org/10.1080/19331681.2023.2293868

e 2024 Haman, M., Skolnik, M., & J. Copik. “Measuring the name recognition of
politicians through Wikipedia.” Journal of Elections, Public Opinion and Parties
34(1), pp. 180-189. https://doi.org/10.1080/17457289.2021.2009485

e 2023 Haman, M., Skolnik, M., & J. Copik. “Members of the European Parliament
on Social Media: Why Do They Use Facebook and Twitter?” Political Studies
Review 21(2), pp. 412-421. https://doi.org/10.1177/14789299221082444

e 2022 M. Skolnik. “Corruption and its Impact on Protest Activities in Post-
communist Europe.” European Review 30(3), pp. 393-407.
https://doi.org/10.1017/51062798721000041

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

e 2025-Present Research Team Member, Academic Bridge Project

e 2024-Present Committee Member, Czech Political Science Association

e 2023-Present Deputy Coordinator, Al Research Network

e 2022-2025 Research Team Member, Horizon Europe “BETTER Life” Project

e 2021 Medal of the City of Hradec Kralové (for outstanding scientific
achievements)
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/milan-%C5%A1koln%C3%ADk-bb8a2224b/
https://home.czu.cz/skolnikm/profil

SPECIALIZATION:
Environmental Science (biochar topic)

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:

Selective Removal of Chosen
Pharmaceuticals from Urine Using lonic

Liquid-modified Biochar Composite

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Pharmaceuticals excreted in urine persist
in wastewater and threaten ecosystems.
This project removes drugs at the source
using optimized biochar enhanced with
bio-based ionic liquids to efficiently
capture polar pharmaceuticals. The
scalable, residue-free solution supports
circular economy goals and builds on
NASA-funded proof-of-concept research
(Prof. Khan, UNLV).

KEY WORDS:

Pharmaceuticals; biochar; bio-based ionic
liquids; sorption

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Czech University of Life Sciences,
Department of Environmental Geosciences,
Prague

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

University of Nevada, Department of Civil
and Environmental Engineering and
Construction, Las Vegas, NV

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Eakalak Khan

GRANT PERIOD:
08/2026-06/2027

Link to the university profile >>

Lukas Trakal

Senior Researcher

Fulbright-Masaryk Program

Academic training:

Ph.D., 2012, Czech University of Life Sciences, Prague, Czech Republic
MSc., 2006, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

Professional background:

Lukas Trakal is a Czech scientist in applied ecology and environmental sciences,
originally trained as a hydrogeologist at Charles University. He is a senior
reseacher at the Czech University of Life Sciences in Prague, where he has
researched biochar since 2010. His work focuses on contaminants removal, soil
improvement, microbial support, and the development of biochar-based
cultivation media to reduce fertilizers and plastics. He received the Czech Head
Award (Minister of the Environment, 2024), serves as associate editor of
Biochar Journal, and is founder and president of the Biochar Platform
Association.

Selected publications:

2025 Petreje, M., Snéhota, M., Sipek, V., Hnatkova, T., Puncochét, J., Buchtelik, S.,
Hardman, M., L. Trakal. “Quantifying the benefits of incorporating biochar in green
roof substrates: field study on the highrise rooftop in temperate climate setting.”
Biochar 7, 7.

2024 Sochacki, A., Lebrun, M., Minofar, B., Pohorely, M., Vithanage, M., Sarmah,
A.K., Boserle Hudcova, B., Buchtelik, S., L. Trakal. “Adsorption of common
greywater pollutants and nutrients by various biochars as potential amendments
for nature-based systems: Laboratory tests and molecular dynamics.”
Environmental Pollution 343, 123203.

2022 Marousek, J.* and L. Trakal. “Techno-economic analysis reveals the untapped
potential of wood biochar.” Chemosphere 291, 133000.

2018 Trakal, L., Michalkova, Z., Beesley, L., Vitkova, M., Ourednicek, P., Barceld,
A.P., Ettler, V., Cihalova, S., M.* Komarek. “AMOchar: Amorphous manganese oxide
coating of biochar improves its efficiency at removing metal(loid)s from aqueous
solutions.” Science of the Total Environment 625, pp. 71-78.

2016 Trakal, L.*, Veselska, V., Safafik, |, Vitkova, M., Cihalov4, S., M. Komarek.
“Lead and cadmium sorption mechanisms on magnetically modified biochars.”
Bioresource Technology 203, pp. 318-324.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

2025 OECD’s Co-operative Research Programme Fellowship, The University of
Auckland, New Zealand

2024 Czech Head 2024 - Minister of the Environment Award; the most
prestigious scientific award in the Czech Republic

2020 The establishment of the V4 Biochar Platform (since 2026 as Biochar
Platform Association)

2018-2019 staff internship: SCKeCEN Belgian Nuclear Research Centre, Mol,
Belgium

2015 Postdoc fellowship: The James Hutton Institute, Aberdeen, Scotland, UK
2014 postdoc fellowship: PhytoRec-Environmental Technologies Team, CEBAS-
CSIC, Murcia, Spain
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https://v4biochar.czu.cz/en

SPECIALIZATION:

Evolutionary Biology

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:

The Metatournament Species

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

This project develops the metatournament
species theory, arguing that humans compete
not only within specific single disciplines of
mating and prestige contests but also over
the rules defining valuable displays. Through
formal modelling, comparative analysis, and
empirical predictions, it explains human
plasticity, mate choice, subcultures, symbolic

hierarchies, and cultural conflict.

KEY WORDS:

Tournament species; pair-bonding
species; human mate choice; signaling
theory; cultural evolution

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Charles University, Department of
Philosophy and History of Science, Prague

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

University of California, Department of
Communication, Los Angeles, CA

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Greg Bryant

GRANT PERIOD:

09/2026-02/2027

Link to the full CV >>
Link to the university profile >>

Petr Turecek

Assistant Professor

Fulbright-Masaryk Program

Academic training:

e Ph.D., 2019, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
e MSc., 2015, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
e BSc., 2013, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

Professional background:

e Petr Turecek studied theoretical and evolutionary biology at the Faculty of
Science of Charles University. Primarily, he focuses on cultural evolution.
Through mathematical modeling, he investigates the impact of differences
between genetic and social transmission on the processes of adaptation and
divergence in the respective domains. He also teaches cultural evolution at his
alma mater, where he works as an assistant professor in the Department of
Philosophy and History of Science. His other interests are fairly broad and
include the evolution of mimicry, sexual selection, and the impact of
grandparents on the birth and survival of grandchildren. He enjoys pioneering
new and bizzare areas of study. Therefore, he also explores semantic pareidolia
and the Living Yurt Hypothesis. He is a member of the Blazni.cz group, with
which he publishes a literary magazine and organizes concerts and public
poetry readings. He is also the author of the children's book “Hair is Returning”
and the poetry collection “Birds and Asses Merrily Flew”.

Selected publications:

e 2025 Tureéek, P., Cerny, V., Diallo, M. Y., Cissé, N., Pokorny, 5., & K. Kleisner.
“Violence exposure is associated with preference for masculine faces: evidence
from Senegal.” Proceedings B 292(2024), 20243105.

e 2024 Turecek, P., Fort, J., & J. Flegr. “Crusaders, monks and family fortunes:
evolutionary models of male homosexuality and related phenomena.”
Proceedings B 292, 20242756.

e 2024 Novakova, J.,, Turecek, P., Machov3, K., Sykorova, K., Zika, V., & J. Flegr.
“Generosity as a status signal: Higher-testosterone men exhibit greater altruism
in the dictator game.” Evolution and Human Behavior 45(5), 106615.

e 2023 Turecek, P., Kozak, M., & J. Slavik. “How subcultures emerge.” Evolutionary
human sciences 5, e24.

e 2021 Kleisner, K., Turecek, P., Roberts, S. C., Havli¢ek, J., Valentova, J. V.,
Akoko, R. M., ... & S. A. Saribay. “How and why patterns of sexual dimorphism in
human faces vary across the world.” Scientific reports 11(1), 5978.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

e 2025 New Investigator award of European Human Behaviour and Evolution
Association (EHBEA)

e 2022 Complexity Science Hub, Vienna, Austria, CSH Spring School on the
Evolution of Social Complexity, a selective event hosted by Peter Turchin.

e 202: Writer in residence, Centre for Information on Literature, Bratislava

e 2019 Writer in residence, Artist-in-residence programme, Q21/MuseumsQuartier
Wien

e 2018 Best student talk Award: 13th Conference of the European Evolution and
Human Behaviour Association, Pécs, Hungary

e 2017 Best student talk Award: 4th Conference of Polish Society for Human and

Evolution Studies, Krokéw, Poland 19


https://turecek.evolbiol.com/
https://spek.evolbiol.com/

SPECIALIZATION:
Art History

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
Between Art and Life

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The project examines Czechoslovak art of
the 1960s and 1970s that blurred the
boundary between art and everyday life, in
dialogue with American Fluxus-related
practices. It explores shared strategies as
well as political and institutional

differences.

KEY WORDS:

Czechoslovak art; Fluxus; everyday life;
artistic field; institutional context

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Academy of Fine Arts, Department of
Theory and History of Art, Prague

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

University of lllinois, School of Art & Art
History, Chicago, IL

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Elise Archias

GRANT PERIOD:
10/2026-04/2027

Link to the university profile >>

Viktorie Vitu

Ph.D. Candidate
Fulbright-Masaryk Program

Academic training:

Mgr., 2020, Academy of Arts, Architecture & Design in Prague, Czech Republic
Bc., 2018, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
Bc., 2017, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

Professional background:

Viktorie Vita is a Ph.D. candidate in theory and history of contemporary art at
the Academy of Fine Arts in Prague. She studied philosophy and art history at
Charles University and theory and history of modern and contemporary art at
the Academy of Arts, Architecture and Design in Prague. Her research focuses
on scientific photography, reproductions, and the relationship between art and
everyday life. She is also a co-investigator of the Lumina Quaeruntur project
"The Matrix of Photomechanical Reproductions: Histories of Remote Access to
Art" at the Institute of Art History, Czech Academy of Sciences.

Selected publications:

VitQ, Viktorie. “Radiant Forms: Vilém Santholzer and the Aesthetic Afterlife
of Scientific Photography.” In The Cultural History of the Avant-garde in
Eastern Europe. Brill, forthcoming / under review.

Vit(, Viktorie. “From Printed Page to Dataset: Computational Analysis and
Its Limits in the Study of Photomechanical Reproductions.” Zivot umjetnosti,
under review.

Parkmann, Fedora and Viktorie VitQ. “Fotomechanické reprodukce
uméleckych dél v digitalni perspektivé: moznosti a vyzvy.” In Konce (a
zacdtky) ¢asu, proceedings of the Congress of the Czech Association of Art
Historians. Prague: Artefactum, 2026.

VitQ, Viktorie. “Vilém Santholzer: védec a avantgardista mezi krdsou stroje a
zareni.” Umeéni / Art LXIX, no. 4, 2021, pp. 438-457.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

2026/2027 Bader Scholarship
2020 Rector’s Prize, Academy of Arts, Architecture and Design in Prague,
for outstanding master’s thesis
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https://udu.cas.cz/en/lide/mgr-viktorie-vitu

[ I "4V 4 — y
Jiri Zak
Researcher
Fulbright-Masaryk Program

Academic training:

LA el e Ph.D., 2024, Jena University, Germany

Exoplanets

How do Resonant Systems Form and

Survive? e Jifi Zak completed his undergraduate studies at Masaryk University of Brno
and spent part of his master's studies at IAC in Spain. Later, he moved to
European Southern Observatory and University of Jena for his Ph.D. After
completing his Ph.D., he moved to the Czech Astronomical Institute in

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Resonant multi-planetary systems are Ondrejov. Mr. Zak's work focuses on exoplanetary systems. He specializes
exceptionally rare and unique yet offer on their atmospheres and dynamical properties to understand how these

remarkable insights into planet formation, distant worlds form and evolve.

making them a prerequisite for understanding

exoplanets. To this aim, this project wil

conduct the first comprehensive program to Selected pUbllcatlonS:

link the dynamical architectures and

atmospheric compositions of these pristine e 2025 J. Zak, P. Kabath, H. M. J. Boffin, and et al. “PLATOSpec’s first results:
planets WASP-35b and TOI-622b are on aligned orbits, and K2-237b is on a
polar orbit.” A&A 702, A266.

e 2025 J. Zak, H. M. J. Boffin, A. Bocchieri, and et al. “Ten Aligned Orbits:
Planet Migration in the Era of JWST and Ariel.” AJ 170, no. 274, Nov. 2025 .

KEY WORDS: o J.Z4k, H. M. J. Boffin, E. Sedaghati, and et al. “Stellar obliquities of eight
close-in gas giant exoplanets.” A&A, vol. 694, A91.

e 2024 ). 74k, H. M. J. Boffin, E. Sedaghati, and et al. “HD 110067 c has an
aligned orbit. Measuring the Rossiter-McLaughlin effect inside a resonant
multi-planet system with ESPRESSO.” A&A 687, L2, p. L2.

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT e 2024 ). 74k, A. Bocchieri, E. Sedaghati, and et al. “Stellar obliquity

IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC: measurements of six gas giants. Orbital misalighment of WASP-101b and

Academy of Sciences, Astronomical WASP-131b.” A&A 686, A147.
Institute, Ondrejov

systems.

Exoplanets; resonant systems;
spectroscopy

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT

IN THE UNITED STATES: Fellowships, honors, etc.:
University of Hawaii, Institute for

Astronomy, Honolulu, HI
e 2020 IMPRS Ph.D. program

e 2020 Dean's award, Masaryk University
HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Fei Dai

GRANT PERIOD:
08/2026-06/2027




SPECIALIZATION:
Human-Computer Interaction and
Augmented Reality

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:

Human-Computer Interaction with a Focus on

Augmented Reality User Interfaces and Human

Factors for Safety
FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Tomas Machac will develop and evaluate an
intelligent, context-adaptive augmented
reality system for future safety-critical
interactions with autonomous mobility
systems, such as automated vehicles.
Validated in cyclist-vehicle scenarios, the
project will examine how visual, audio, and
haptic cues can support situational
awareness and perceived safety without

increasing mental workload.

KEY WORDS:

Augmented reality; human-computer
interaction; 3D interfaces; cyclist; future
mobility

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

University of West Bohemia, Department
of Industrial Engineering and Management,
Pilsen

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University, Department of Computer
Science, 3D Interaction Group, Blacksburg,
VA

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Doug Bowman
GRANT PERIOD:
09/2026-04/2027

Link to the full CV >>
Link to the university profile >>

Tomas Machac
Ph.D. Student
Visiting Student Program

Academic training:

M.S., 2022, University of West Bohemia, Pilsen, Czech Republic
B.S., 2020, University of West Bohemia, Pilsen, Czech Republic

Professional background:

Tomas Machéac is a Ph.D. student in Industrial Engineering and
Management, University of West Bohemia. His work focuses on human-
centered augmented reality, 3D user interfaces, and rigorous user-study
evaluation. He was a visiting researcher at the University of Glasgow’s
Glasgow Interactive Systems Section, where he worked on AR/3DUI
interaction design, prototyping, and experimental methodology. He also
teaches and supports courses in digital and immersive technologies and
programming.

Selected publications:

2025 Macha¢, T., Horejsi, P., & S. Brewster. “Augmented Reality Interface
for Safer Cyclist Interaction with Parked Autonomous Vehicles Pulling Out
from Kerb.” IEEE International Symposium on Mixed and Augmented
Reality.

2025 Machag, T., Simerova, A., Hofejsi, P., & M. Simon. “A Comparative
Evaluation of Augmented Reality Indoor Navigation versus Conventional
Approaches.” Tehnicki glasnik.

2024 Machag, T., Hoiejsi, P., & M. Simon. “Reliability and Accuracy of
Indoor Warehouse Navigation Using Augmented Reality.” IEEE Access.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

2025 Award of the Governor of the Pilsen Region for Excellence in Science
and Research

2025 TALENT Mobility Grant, Doctoral Support Program, University of West
Bohemia

2024 INTER/FREEMOVER Research Mobility Grant, University of West
Bohemia / Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports of the Czech Republic
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/tom%C3%A1%C5%A1-mach%C3%A1%C4%8D-583a97197/
https://www.zcu.cz/cs/Employees/person.html?personId=148299

SPECIALIZATION:
Microbiology

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
Bacteria: A Solution for the Construction

Industry?

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

This project explores recycling demolition
waste fine fraction via microbially-induced
calcite precipitation, where calcite crystals
act as a binder to form a consolidated
biocomposite. In collaboration with Prof.
Evans's lab, the biocomposites - produced

using low-cost culture media from food

industry byproducts - will be evaluated from

a civil engineering perspective.

KEY WORDS:

Bioconcrete; MICP; demolition waste

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

University of Chemistry and Technology,
Department of Biochemistry and
Microbiology, Prague

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Oregon State University, College of
Engineering, Corvalis, OR

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:
Matt Evans

GRANT PERIOD:
03/2027-07/2027

Link to the full CV >>

Henrietta Ottova

Ph.D. Candidate
Visiting Student Program

Academic training:

M.S., 2023, University of Chemistry and Technology, Prague, Czech Republic

B.S., 2021, University of Chemistry and Technology, Prague, Czech Republic

Professional background:

Henrietta Ottova is a Ph.D. student at UCT Prague specializing in
microbiology. Her research focuses on food industry waste products, such
as chicken feathers or brewers' grains, as alternative low-cost media for
bacteria. She applies these low-cost media in areas such as recycling of
demolition waste fine fraction through microbially-induced calcite
precipitation. Previously, during her master's in microbiology and genetic
engineering, she studied interactions of retroviral proteins and gained
hands-on experience at the startup BeneMeat. She is also a member of the
organization “Ask a Scientist,” where she strives to answer scientific
questions for general audiences in an accessible way.

Selected publications:

2026 Ottova, H., Malikova, B., NezZerka, V., Holecek, P., Konakova, D. and H.

Stiborova. “Optimizing feather hydrolysate via machine learning for
microbial recycling of waste concrete fines.” J Chem Technol Biotechnol.
2025 Ottova, H., Trejbal, J., & H. Stiborova. “Use of Microbially Induced
Precipitation of Calcium Carbonate in Biotechnology.” Chem. Listy

2025 Ottova, H., Malikova, B., Demnerova, K., NezZerka, V., Konakova, D.,
Holecek, P., H. Stiborova. Alternative media as a cost-effective solution for
bioconcrete production (poster). FEMS MICRO Milan 2025: Congress &
Exhibition, 14.-17. 7. 2025, Milan, Italy.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

ALS scholarship

Best poster presentation, 19th Scientific Conference RANK, Pardubice,
Czech Republic

2023 Graduated with honors

2023 Dean's award

2021 Graduated with honors
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/henrietta-ottova-2348142b5?utm_source=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=member_ios

SPECIALIZATION:
Biology, Plant Belowground Ecology

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
Root-fungal Interactions During Resource

Foraging in Heterogeneous Soils

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The project investigates the interplay of
plants and fungi in foraging for
heterogeneously-distributed nutrients. By
integrating experimental and meta-analytical
research, it aims to develop a framework
linking root foraging strategies, mycorrhiza,
and the root economics spectrum to improve
understanding of belowground plant
strategies and their role in ecosystem

functioning.

KEY WORDS:

Botany; root ecology; mycorrhizal symbiosis;
nutrients

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Charles University, Department of Botany,
Prague

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

The Morton Arboretum, Root Biology
Research Group, Lisle, IL

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

M. Luke McCormack

GRANT PERIOD:
01/2027-06/2027

Pavlina Stiblikova

Ph.D. Candidate
Visiting Student Program

Academic training:

M.S., 2017, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
B.S., 2015, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

Professional background:

Pavlina Stiblikova is a botanist specializing in plant belowground ecology.
She received her M.S. degree at Charles University in Prague, where she
studied belowground interactions associated with plant invasions. She is
currently a Ph.D. candidate at Charles University, and her research
combines experimental and meta-analytical approaches to understand how
plants and mycorrhizal fungi acquire nutrients in heterogeneous
environments. She has led and contributed to several research projects,
published in international journals, and participated in scientific expeditions
to Brazil, Thailand, and Papua New Guinea.

Selected publications:

2025 Skalova H, Pankova K, Stiblikova P, et al. “Root foraging for calcium and

magnesium in common meadow plant species.” Plant Soil 517, pp. 1605-1621.

2023 Stiblikova P, Klimes A, Cahill JF, et al. “Interspecific differences in root
foraging precision cannot be directly inferred from species’ mycorrhizal status
or fine root economics.” Oikos 2023:e08995.

2020 Aldorfova A, Knobova P, Z. Munzbergova. “Plant-soil feedback

contributes to predicting plant invasiveness of 68 alien plant species differing in

invasive status.” Oikos 129, pp. 1257-1270.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

2018 - 2020 Charles University Grant agency (GA UK)
2017 First place in Master student conference (English section), Czech
University of Life Sciences, Prague
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SPECIALIZATION:
Energy Economics and Energy Flexibility

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
Techno-Economic Optimization of Vehicle-

to-Grid Integration

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Electric vehicles can either strain power grids
or stabilize them. This project develops a
battery-aware Vehicle-to-Grid framework
integrating realistic charging behavior, grid
constraints, and battery degradation. By
validating European data against California's
flexibility markets at Stanford, it aims to
make bidirectional charging economically

viable, user-friendly, and scalable.

KEY WORDS:

Vehicle-to-Grid (V2G); energy flexibility;
electromobility; sustainability

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Czech Technical University, Department of
Economics, Management and Humanities,
Prague

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Stanford University, Department of Civil and
Environmental Engineering, Stanford
Sustainable Systems Lab (S3L), Stanford, CA

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Ram Rajagopal

GRANT PERIOD:
10/2026-03/2027

Link to the full CV >>
Link to the university profile >>

Ondrej Stogl
Researcher, Ph.D. Candidate
Visiting Student Program

Academic training:

* Ing., 2022, Czech Technical University, Prague, Czech Republic
e B.S,, 2020, Czech Technical University, Prague, Czech Republic

Professional background:

e Ondrej Stogl is a Ph.D. candidate at the Czech Technical University in Prague,
where he co-founded LIMESS, a laboratory bridging energy, mobility, and
artificial intelligence. He is principal investigator of two national TACR grants
on Vehicle-to-Grid integration and EV charging infrastructure development.
He combines academia and industry through four years of electromobility-
infrastructure practice and a stint in the Skoda Auto Ph.D. program.
Previously, he served two years as captain of the eForce Formula Student
electric team which built the Czech Republic's first autonomous racing car.
He works under the external supervision of Prof. Marzia Traverso (RWTH
Aachen).

Selected publications:

2026 Tichy, M., Miltner, M., Stogl, O., Zanocco, C., & J. Bems. “Removing the
negative impact of the cannibalization effect on PPAs through accumulation.”
Energy Policy 212, 115090. DOI: 10.1016/j.enpol.2026.115090

2025 Achterfeldt, S., Driescher, M., Alessi, M., §tog|, O, Valentova, M., & M.
Traverso. “Enabling voluntary EU Taxonomy disclosure for the clean energy
sector: introducing the Clean Leap Tool.” Environmental Sciences Europe 37(1),
1-24.DOI: 10.1186/512302-025-01248-w

2025 Miltner, M., Vasata, D., Friedjungova, M., Gadde, S., §tog|, 0., Stary, O,,
& R. Rajagopal. “Towards Real-Time Machine Learning Approximations of AC
Optimal Power Flow.” 2025 IEEE Conference on Artificial Intelligence (CAl).
Seattle, WA: IEEE. DOI: 10.1109/CAI64502.2025.00192

2024 Stogl, O., Miltner, M., Zanocco, C., Traverso, M., & O. Stary. “Electric
vehicles as facilitators of grid stability and flexibility: A multidisciplinary
overview.” WIREs Energy and Environment 13(5). DOI: 10.1002/wene.536
2024 Miltner, M., Zika, J., Vasata, D., Bryksa, A., Friedjungova, M., §togl, o,
Rajagopal, R., & O. Stary, “Towards Using Machine Learning to Generatively
Simulate EV Charging in Urban Areas.” NeurlPS 2024 Workshop on Tackling
Climate Change with Machine Learning.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

 Principal Investigator of two national TACR THETA research grants on
Vehicle-to-Grid integration and Al-driven simulation of EV charging and grid
flexibility, the Czech Republic.

e CTU FEE Grant - “Ph.D. Study with a Distinguished External Co-Supervisor,”
supporting joint research with Prof. Marzia Traverso (INaB, RWTH Aachen,
Germany).

e Two-time Team Captain of the eForce Formula Student electric team and
multiple-time winner of the Business Plan Presentation event at
international Formula Student competitions.

¢ Multiple medalist, Czech National Athletics Championships (long jump).
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/ondrejstogl/
https://fel.cvut.cz/en/faculty/people/33011-ondrej-stogl

SPECIALIZATION:
Neuroscience

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:

Extracellular Vesicle-Derived Biomarkers of

Suicidal Behavior in Psychiatric Diseases

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The project is focused on identifying
biomarkers of suicidal behavior in patients
with serious psychiatric diagnoses, namely
bipolar disorder and schizophrenia. To
achieve this objective, the liquid biopsy
approach will be employed and patients'
blood samples will be used for the isolation
of extracellular vesicles and their subsequent
analysis, which will grant insight into the
mechanisms of these diseases and help

create more precise diagnostic processes.

KEY WORDS:

Bipolar disorder; schizophrenia; extracellular
vesicles; biomarkers; liquid biopsy

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

National Institute of Mental Health,
Preclinical Research Program

Charles University, Department of Physiology,
Prague

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Johns Hopkins University, Department of
Pediatrics, Baltimore, MD

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Sarven Sabunciyan

GRANT PERIOD:
11/2026-7/2027

Link to the full CV >>

Tereza Totkova

Junior Researcher, Ph.D. Student
Visiting Student Program

Academic training:

e MSc., 2021, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic
e BSc., 2018, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic

Professional background:

e Tereza Totkova is a Ph.D. student in the Animal Physiology program at the
Faculty of Science, Charles University. She also works as a junior researcher
at the National Institute of Mental Health. Her research focuses mainly on
the role of extracellular vesicles in schizophrenia and their use as a source
of biomarkers for this illness, with the goal of improving the diagnosis of
schizophrenia by finding objectives biomarkers that could be included in the
diagnostic process.

Selected publications:

e 2020 Baloun J., Bencurova P., Totkova T., Kubova H., Hermanova M.,
Hendrych M., Pail M., Pospisilova S. and M. Brazdil. “Epilepsy miRNA Profile
Depends on the Age of Onset in Humans and Rats.” Front. Neurosci. 14:924.
doi: 10.3389/fnins.2020.00924

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

¢ Challenger program, DEX Innovation Centre - awarded 3rd place in a team
competition focused on innovation in healthcare
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http://www.linkedin.com/in/martin-rame%C5%A1-3b492038a
http://www.linkedin.com/in/martin-rame%C5%A1-3b492038a
http://www.linkedin.com/in/martin-rame%C5%A1-3b492038a

SPECIALIZATION:
Anthropology

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:

Advanced Paleohistological Analysis of

Pathological Bone Samples

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Paleohistology reveals crucial data about
historical diseases from microscopic
structures. Exploring skeletal remains across
a different continent allows for the capturing
of unique bone pathologies. This project
aims to implement advanced
histopathological staining and micro-CT
techniques, enhancing comparative research

of historical diseases.

KEY WORDS:

Paleohistology; paleopathology; bone
pathology; bone osteology

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Masaryk University, Department of Anatomy,
Brno

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

University of Arizona, The Arizona State
Museum, Tuscon, AZ

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

James T. Watson

GRANT PERIOD:
10/2026-04/2027

Link to the university profile >>

Katerina Vanatkova

Ph.D. Student, Instructor
Visiting Student Program

Academic training:

e M.S,, 2023, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic
e B.S, 2021, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic

Professional background:

o Katefina Vanatkova is a Ph.D. student at the Department of Anatomy,
Faculty of Medicine, Masaryk University, where she is a member of the
Research Group of Medical Anthropology and Clinical Anatomy. Her
doctoral research focuses on using histological methods and micro-CT to
diagnose bone pathologies, aiming to improve the differential diagnosis of
bone diseases in historical populations. She works as an Instructor at the
Department of Anatomy, Faculty of Medicine, Masaryk University, teaching
complete human anatomy. She is also actively involved in the Junior
Academy MED MUNI, participating in educational programs and activities
for high school students.

Selected publications:

e 2023 Vanatkov3, K., Vymazalova, K., Vargova, L., Tvrdy, Z., Ernée, M., & R.
Pénicka. “Occurrence of calcaneal spurs on skeletal remains of historical
population in the context of footwear development.” Anthropologischer
Anzeiger. Stuttgart: Schweizerbart.10.1127/anthranz/2023/1654.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

e 2024 - 2026 Nomination for Academic of the Year MED MUNI
e 2023 Graduated with honors
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https://is.muni.cz/auth/osoba/397179?lang=en;setlang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tomas-musil/
https://mrs.fel.cvut.cz/members/phdstudents/tomas-musil

SPECIALIZATION:
Social Data Science

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:
Responsible Al in Higher Education: A US-EU

Comparative Perspective

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

This project examines how stakeholder
participation in the design and audit of
predictive Al systems shapes model
outcomes and public trust. Combining
participatory design and algorithm auditing
across EU and US university settings, it
generates comparative evidence to inform
responsible Al governance on both sides of
the Atlantic.

KEY WORDS:

Participatory Al; Algorithmic fairness;
Dropout prediction; Responsible Al
governance; EU-US comparison

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

University of Copenhagen, Copenhagen
Center for Social Data Science, Denmark

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Cornell University, Ithaca, NY

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Rene Kizilcec

GRANT PERIOD:
09/2026-05/2027

Link to the full CV >>
Link to the university profile >>

Tereza Blazkova

Ph.D. Student
Fulbright - Schuman Program

Academic training:

MSc., 2024, University of Copenhagen, Denmark

Professional background:

Tereza Blazkova is a Ph.D. Fellow in Social Data Science at the Center for
Social Data Science, University of Copenhagen. Her research focuses on
developing and evaluating predictive Al systems, with an emphasis on
aligning technical capabilities with societal needs. Her current work centers
on predictive analytics in higher education, including dropout early warning
systems, algorithmic fairness over time, and integrating mixed methods to
support participatory and democratic approaches to Al design and
governance.

Selected publications:

2025 Blazkova, T., Kizilcec, R. F., Nielsen, M. L., Lassen, D. D., A.
Bjerre-Nielsen. Fairness Over Time: A Nationwide Study of Evolving Bias in
Dropout Prediction. Proceedings of the Twelfth Annual ACM Conference on
Learning at Scale.

2025 Blazkova, T., Pedersen, E. R. G., K.R. Andersen. “Sentiments and
Sustainability: Stakeholder Perceptions of Sustainable Fashion on Social
Media.” Journal of Fashion Marketing and Management.

2023 Blazkova, T., Pedersen, E. R. G., Andersen, K. R,, F. Rosati.
“Greenwashing Debates on Twitter: Stakeholders and Critical Topics.”
Journal of Cleaner Production p. 139260.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

Awarded the Scholarship for excellent academic results twice during
bachelor studies
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/tblazkova/
https://sodas.ku.dk/people
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tomas-musil/
https://mrs.fel.cvut.cz/members/phdstudents/tomas-musil

SPECIALIZATION:
European studies and enviromental policy

FULBRIGHT PROJECT TITLE:

From Policy to Politics: Understanding
Climate-Skeptical Politics through Policy
Feedback Theory

FULBRIGHT PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The project explores how climate policies
reshape political behavior and democratic
politics. Using the European Green Deal as a
case study, it investigates climate-policy
backlash and the rise of climate-skeptical
actors. The research contributes to
understanding the political consequences of

environmental policymaking.

KEY WORDS:

Policy Feedback; Climate Policy; European
Union Politics; Policy Backlash; European
Green Deal

HOME INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC:

Charles University, Department of European
Studies, Prague

HOST INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES:

Oregon State University, School of Public
Policy,Corvallis, OR

HOST/CONTACT PERSON AT THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES:

Brent S. Steel

GRANT PERIOD:
10/2026-01/2027

Link to the full CV >>
Link to the university profile >>

Natalie Fiser
Ph.D. Candidate
Fulbright - Schuman Program

Academic training:

M.A., 2023, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
B.A., 2020, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

Professional background:

Natalie FiSer is a Czech policy professional and Ph.D. candidate in European
Studies at Charles University. Her research focuses on policy feedback,
examining how public policies reshape political behavior and democratic
governance, with a particular emphasis on climate and environmental policy.
She currently serves as a Parliamentary Assistant in the Chamber of Deputies
of the Czech Republic, where she engages with environmental and climate
legislation. Previously, she held positions in Czech and EU institutions,
including the Ministry of the Environment, European Parliament, and the
Czech Government Office. By combining academic research with practical
policymaking experience, she seeks to bridge the gap between scholarship
and public policy and contribute evidence-based insights to climate
policymaking.

Selected publications:

2023 Jancikova, Natalie. The Impact of the COVID-19 Crisis on Meeting the
Objectives of the EU's Gender Equality Strategy 2020-2025 in the Czech
Republic and Austria. Master's Thesis, Charles University, Faculty of Social
Sciences, Department of European Studies.

Fellowships, honors, etc.:

2022 AKTION Austria-Czech Republic Scholarship, Austrian Agency for
Education and Internationalisation (OeAD), for research at the University of
Graz on the impact of COVID-19 on the implementation of the EU Gender
Equality Strategy.

2023-present Research Fellow, Democracy Today Research Centre, Charles
University, contributing to research on populism, Euroscepticism, and
climate politics.
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